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Our abstract of the proceedings of congress, 
> though occupying more than the usual space, will be 
found exceedingly interesting. Jn the senate Mr. 
Ewing’s resolution rescinding the treasury order, has 
been referred to the committee on public lands, after 
an animated discussion; and in the house of represen- 
tatives the whole tarifl question has been thrown 
open by the introduction of a bill from the commit- 
- of ways and means, through its chairman Mr. 
‘Cumbreleng, to reduce the revenue to the wants of 
the government: or to reduce the tariff ten per cent. 
in six months on all imported articles, and one-half 
> of the excess over twenty per cent. at the end of the 
ix following months; and the other half on the 30th 
f September 1838—being a reduction in eighteen 
months, which, under the compromise act, would 
have been made in five years and a half. 
> We have not time to notice this monstrous pro- 
osition in an appropriate manner. If, however, 
it is seriously intended by the chairman of the com- 
ittee of ways and means to press it upon con- 
rea, it is time that the country should be aroused 
Mo the danger which threatens it. For we verily 
nalieve, if this bill becomes a law, and it may 
hrough that vile party machinery which effects 
“such metamorphoses in the principles of politi- 
Kcians, it will utterly prostrate every manufacturing 
‘$nterest in the country, and cause ruin and desola- 
tion in all quarters of the land. The remarks of 
“Mr. Lawrence are not the ravings of a distempered 
“jmagination, but the sober convictions of an en- 
Jichtened judgment; and the friends of the protec- 
tive system should heed them, or the evil days may 





", DreaDFUL DISASTER. In asubsequent page we 
Mhave published an account of the wreck of the barque 
Mexico, briefly mentioned in the last “ReeisTEr.” 
Vitis, indeed, a heart-rending event well calculated 
“to excite our sympathy for the hapless beings who 
"met such a horrible death, and the few and bereaved 
survivors who passed through the most agonizing 
euferings. In behalfof these latterthe humane are 
Mactively exerting themselves, and all that can be 
Mone to mitigate their sufferings will soon be ac- 
meomplished. The dead, too, have received every 


ies as were not claimed by their relatives were in- 
erred in a lot adjoining the burial ground of the 
Methodist church at Near Rockaway, which had 
been purchased by the inhabitauts of Hempstead for 
hat purpose. 
ies of Hempstead took a most becoming part—for 
hey not only provided the materials, but many of 
hem assisted in shrouding the bodies in the habili- 
ments of the grave. 

There is, however, another duty enjoined upon 
he people of New York, which requires instant ac- 
ion. A thorough and searching investigation of 
he canses of this and other similar calamities al- 
host in the harbor of that city; and, if it can be 
roven that the pilots have been remiss in their du- 
y, hanging about taverns and eating houses of 
hat city instead of watching on the coast, the whole 
batch should be dismissed and new ones appointed, 
either too rich nor too lazy to follow their vocation, 
xcept in gentle gales upon a summer sea; or failing 
10 do this, destroy the monopoly, and leave the pro- 
*ssion open to all who have skill and experience. 
dich a measure is not only called for by the strong- 
st appeals of humanity, but it is due to the inter- 
sts of the city; for if human beings are to be sa- 
rificed by hundreds in that harbor, as in the case 
of the wreck of the Bristol and the Mexico, with- 
Dut the appliance of some strong corrective, it must 
ollow that the harbor of New York will be more 
readed than the ocean, and passengers and mer- 
andise seek another haven. 

“And yet another! The British ship Tamarac from 
“.\verpool, having on board 4 cabin, and 113 steerage 
Psseugers, and crew of 26 men, arrived off Sandy 
Mook, on Saturday afternoon last, and laid off and 
1, Waiting for a pilot until Wednesday morning, 
when she struck the bottom about three miles 
ast of Fire Island light house. She now made 
‘ery signal of distress by firing guns, &c. until 
wight, when she got out her boats, and sent one 
With a line ashore. This boat swamped near the 
Peach. The launch was nearly filled with passen- 
rts, who, with the assistance of the people on 


Mestimonial of respect, and we learn that such bo- | 


In this honorable procedure the forts 





re, Succeeded in getting safe to land. Till 5 
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o’clock in the afternoon the time was passed in 
landing the remaining passengers and crew, and we 
are happy to add, all got safe on shore, except an in- 
fant, who perished from exposure to the cold. The 
peneengers saved nothing but the clothes they had 
on. e ship and cargo, it is supposed, will be 
totally lost. 





From Fioripa. General Jesup, after his un- 
successful pursuit of the Indians, returned to Tam- 
pa, where he was at the last accounts uncertain 
what to do. It is said, however, that he is con- 
structing a depot at Dade’s battle ground, and will 
return thither, whence he will make excursions to 
the south; in which direction all the trails from the 
Wahoo Swamp wended. 

The Tennesseeans were discharged at Tampa. 
Three hundred arrived at Mobile on the 5th inst. 
the residue, one hundred and six, took passage 
from Tampa for New Orleans. The Mobile Ad- 
vertiser on noticing the squalid appearance of the 
brave troops which arrived there, says—The re- 
flection that these troops, so gallant, high spirited 
and fine iooking when they were mustered into the 
United States’ service, in the Creek nation last 
summer, should go to Florida, and there suffer as 
they have done, and then return, looking as they now 
do, is indeed humiliating. We understand that but 
about two-thirds of the brigade will ever return to 
Tennessee!. And that, of the five hundred fine 
horses they had when they arrived in the Creek 
nation, seventy-five only are left. 

A detachment of troops consisting of 220 men, 
under the command of lieut. col. rrington, left 
Mobile on the 6th instant, in three transports, for 
Tampa Bay. 

The Fredericksburgh Arena states that lieut. 
col. Karney, major Fauntleroy, captains Bean and 
Gordon, and lieut. Hamilton, of the 2d dragoons, 
passed through that town last week, on their wa 
to Florida, to join the detachment of that regiment 
ordered to the seat of war. 

The U. 8. artillery and dragoons at Fortress 
Monroe, have embarked for Charleston. 

A letter from an officer of the army, dated Ga- 
rey’s Ferry, Dec. 28, says— 

‘‘Brevet major Childs leaves here in a few days 
for Fort Drane, with 120 infantry recruits, and the 
friendly Indians, who have resuscitated here. The 
dragoons and captain Mellon’s company are daily 
expected here from Old Point. 

“An expedition under the command of colonel 
anchez, consisting of a portion of captains Han- 
son’s, Curry’s and Freemuth’s mounted companies, 
and a number of voluntcers, have marched for the 
south. They will proceed to Tomoka, and probably 
to Mosquito. They will be absent several days. 

‘‘This is the first movement that has been made 
towards that quarter since April last. No white 
man has been at that place since the South Caroli- 
na militia left it.” 





Tue Inprans. It is stated in the Columbus 
(Geo.) Herald of the 3d inst. that the Creeks have 
again committed depredations and murders. It ap- 

ears that a party of five, whether stragglers from 

lorida or of those in Alabama waiting to be emi- 
grated is not known, besieged the plantation of Dr. 
Battle of Cowaga creek, and after killing one white 
man and two negroes, burned the dwelling and out 
houses. It is also stated that there is but one little 
company left at Fort Mitchell—a force entirely in- 
adequate to check or chastise the aggressors. 





BURNING OF THE TREASURY. We learn from 
the “Intelligencer” of yesterday that in the case of 
Richard H. White, who has for several days past 
been undergoing his second trial in the circuit 
court, now in session in Washington, on an indict- 
ment for burning the treasury building, in March, 
1833, the jury went out on Thursdzy at about one 
o’clock and had not returned a veidict when that 
paper went to press. 

Some additional testimony was¥produced on the 


second trial of great interest; and we will, as soon 


published, present our readers with a fo from | P 


the Intelligencer, the reporter of which has taken 
minutes. 

Harry White (brother of R. H. W.) is now un- 
dergoing a trial on an indictment for the same 


crime. 


Fort Gisson. The first of the following para- 
graphs from the Arkansas Gazette of the 20th ult. 
will be hailed with pleasure by every friend of the 
army inthe country. Fort Gibson is, beyond ques- 
tion, the most unhealthy post within our borders, and 
has been kept up at a sacrifice of human life greatly 
exceeding the advantages which have resulted from 
its location. How the government has so long re- 
sisted the representations of the army, is to us a 
matter of surprise; for we believe that all officers 
who have visited it, or known its effects upon the 
constitution, have but one opinion of the deleterious 
effects of the climate, and view itas the ‘“erave 
yard of the army.” 

“Colonel Carney, majors Boon and Smith, of the 
United States army, have been for some days at 
Fort Gibson, and in the west; their business is the 
selection of the new cite, nearer to our boundary, 
for the station of the government troops. 

‘John Ross, the celebrated Indian chief, has 
been for several weeks past, among the western 
Cherokees, for the perpen it is said, of getting up 
a delegation from them to join the delegation from 
Georgia, to proceed to Washington city, for the 
purpose of inducing the government to renounce 
Schermerhorn’s treaty, to which, itis averred, they 
never gave their consent. 

*‘Tuck-e-batch-i-had-jo, with his body of Creeks, 
two or three thousand strong, has stopped above 
Pott’s it is said, and will go no farther, until it 
suits him. He says he is west of the Mississippi, 
and there is no power to compel him to procced.”’ 





Santa Ana. We are authorised to state that a 
letter was received yesterday by Mr. Prnckney, of 
South Carolina, dated the 2d instant, at Lexington, 
(Kentucky), from BArnarp E. Bes, esq. one of 
the Texian escort of Santa Ana, in which the 
writer informs him of the arrival of the general at 


Y | that place, on his way to the seat of government of 


the United States. He is represented as having 
suffered from serious indisposition on his journey.— 
His lungs are said to have been affected “by the 
transition from a warm cabin to the coldness of 
travelling on herseback, which he was obliged to do 
in crossing the country.” On his arrival at Lexing- 
ton medical aid was immediately procured. is 
physician, (Dr. DupLey), at the date of the letter, 
considered him convalescent, and it was expected 
he would be able to resume his journey on the 5th. 
The party. accompanying the general were anxious 
to reach Washington with all possible rapidity in 
the confident expectation that “great good will re- 
sult from the move he has made.” What that 
‘“‘move’”’ is, the letter does not state. No explana- 
tion is given of the specific object for which he has 
undertaken this visit to our government. General 
Bravo’s proclamation had caused no mischief in 
Texas. Doubtless, preparations are making by 
Mexico for another struggle, but the Mexicans can- 
not stand a winter campaign, and the writer has no— 
doubt that before the spring all will be well. San- 
TA ANA travels in an accommodation stage, as he 
would be unable to sustain the severity of travelling 
at night. He is said to be courteous, intelligent, 
and dignified. Considerable inconvenience has ari- 
sen from the necessity of conversing with him by 
means of an interpreter. But it was remedied, as 
far as possible, by ArMonreE, who is said to man- 
age the intercourse between the general and his es- 
cort tolerably well. [ Nat. Int. 

frg-At the latest accounts Santa Ana was travel- 
ling in a private conveyance from Lexington to 
Washington city. 





Grorcia. The legislature of this state has de- 
cided, after much discussion, to place the surplus 
revenue, as it may be paid to the state, in the Cen- 
tral bank, to be loaned out as other funds of that 
institution. 

DELAWARE SENATOR. The hon. Thos, Clayton, 
chief justice of the superior court of Delaware, has 
been elected to the senate of the United States, in 
lace of the hon. John M. Clayton, resigned. 

It is said that the hon. John M. Clayton, will be 
appointed chief justice of the superior court. 





‘Inttnois SENATOR. R. M. Young. esq. has been 
elected a senator of the United ‘States from the 
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state of Illinois, for six years from the 8d March 
next, in the place of Mr. Ewing, whose term of ser- 
vice will then expire. 

TRANSFER DRAFTS. In the present sheet we 
have published the report of the secretary of the 
treasury to the senate of the United States, trans- 
mitting statements of the transfers of the public 
moneys, in obedienee to a resolution of that body 

sed on the 20th ult. The tabular statements are 
too voluminous for publication; the general re- 
sult, however, of the operations of the treasury de- 
partment are exhibited in the annexed statement, 
copied from the New York Journal of Commerce. 


Statement showing the amounts of public mone 
on deposite in the banks of each state on the 20th 
of June and the 19th of December, 1836; as well 
as the proportion these amounts bore at each 

period to the sum to be deposited with such state 

under the 13th section of the deposite law, in- 
cluding Michigan, and taking the sum to be 
deposited with the states at $37,000,000. 


§3s 2 Ss 

RSS z>  . 

STATES. be g S S S2e 

~ S 3 cs) 8°52 

Sse Sen T3". 

‘D>e TH 3m 

Maine $1,258,503 $231,829 $507,604 
N. Hampshire 880,952 180,200 632,285 
Massachusetts 1,761,904 2,077,164 2,386,476 
Rhode Island 503,401 112,084 849,758 
Connecticut 1,006,802 103,839 741,063 
Vermont 880,952. 52,975 162,315 
New York 5,285,714 12,108,322 11,536,271 
New Jersey 1,006,803 None. 534,004 
Pennsylvania 3,775,510 2,643,179 2,684,880 
Delaware 377,551 None. 170,000 
Maryland 1,258,403 1,447,663 1,225,210 
Virginia 2,894,557 489,951 1,238,660 
N. Carolina 1,882,755 129,625 660,697 
S. Carolina 1,384,253 484,680 936,576 
Georgia 1,384,243 637,011 558,904 
Alabama 880,952 1,057,740 1,407,505 
Mississippi 508,401 1,619,564 1,791,558 
Louisiana 629,251 2,568,355 4,382,308 
‘Tennessee 1,887,755 631,289 492,433 
Kentucky 1,887,755 400,037 1,802,846 
Ohio 2,642,856 1,520,979 3,130,851 
Indiana 1,133,653 1,021,195 2,136,419 
Illinois 629,251 None. 45,616 
Missouri 508,401 1,890,304 1,880,628 

Arkansas 377,551 None. None. 
Michigan 377,551 1,895,175 1,462,222 
DoMESTIC EXCHANGE IN New York. “The 


committee of the board of trade, appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining facts in regard to the cur- 
rent rates of domestic exchange, as charged by the 
several banks of this city, beg leave to report, that 
the following rates were recently charged by the 
following banks, of which four are deposite banks. 


8 Be cck mechs 
= 7 38 = ° 
3 § ‘ ~ 
, OF ae a a Soe 
© i= 8 
ak. Se, i Se eae 
On Richmond, 1 pr ct. 1 1 a. a ee 
Petersburg 1 1 1 | a ae 
St. Louis 0 er 4 a 
N. Orleans 2 om 4 a 
Natchez 24 24 24 4 5 0 
Vicksburg 24 24 2 4 2 
Tennessee 24 24 of 4 5 600 
Reutecky 2 oe 4 ae 
Kentuc 24 2 24 4 5 0 
Ohio — 2 2 2" 3a3$4 0 
Georgia, 1% 1 1 2 a 24 24a30 
N.&.8.Car. 14 14 1 2 24 0 
Florida 24 23 24 4 a 
al 0 > = 4 Due 
Newark, 
Elizabethtown, NJ. 0 0 8% 0 


In addition to the banks above mentioned, the 
committee have ascertained that other banks have 
also had transactions in exchanges at the same or 
very similar rates. It will be noticed that there is 
a great discrepancy in the above rates, which is to 
be accounted for by the fact, that those banks which 
name the lowest rates, do comparatively little in 
exchanges, although when applied to they quote the 
terms specified. These rates, oppressive as the 
appear, are aggravated (when paper is lodged for 
collection), by the excessive delay which takes 

lace, in many cases, after payment has been made 

fore the funds are passed to the credit of dealers 
by the banks.” 

BANK DIVIDENDS. A commercial friend has fa- 
vored the editors of the New York Mercantile Ad- | 


vertiser with the following statement of the amount 
of dividends recently jelous by the following in- 
stitutions in that city, and which amount lies unem- 
ployed in the banks, the time of paying it to the 
stockholders not having yet mind A large por- 
tion of this amount belongs to our citizens. 





Banks. Capital. Div’s. Amount. 
United States, $35,000,000 4 $1,400,000 
Bank of America, 2,202,100 5 110,000 
Phenix Bank, 2,000,000 8 160,000 
Tradesmans, 400,000 7 28,000 
Mechanics & Traders, 200,000 5 10,000 
Seventh Ward, 500,000 5 25,000 
Commercial Bank, 500,000 4 20,000 
Manhattan, 2,050,000 6 123,000 

Marine Insurance. 

Atlantic Insurance, 350,000 25 87,500 
Union Insurance, 500,000 § 40,000 
Neptune Insurance, 250,000 7 17,500 
Jackson Insurance, 400,000 5 20,000 
Ocean Insurance, 350,000 12 42,000 
New YorkInsurance, 500,000 5 25,600 
Fire Insurance. 

Howard Fire, 300,000 15 45,000 
Contributionship, 300,000 5 15,000 
United States, 250,000 8 20,000 
Merchants, 500,000 8 40,000 
Life and Trust, 1,000,000 6 60,000 

$2,288,000 


In addition to the above there are dividends from 
various southern and western banks—a large pro- 
portion of whose stocks are owned here—and of 
which the dividends cannot be estimated at less than 
$200,000. 


PAR OF EXCHANGE. Thepertinacity with which 
people adhere to old modes of computation, is sur- 
prising. This devotion is particularly observable in 
all the quotations by merchants and brokers of the 
price of bills of —- on England. Simply be- 
cause our congress in the year 1792, in order to és- 
tablish a rule for its own particular convenience, 
whereby sterling money should be reduced to dol- 
lars and cents in the estimate of advalorem duties at 
the custom house, declared that for such purposes a 
pound sterling should be the equivolent of $4.44, 
many people have taken it into their heads, that 
there is some law of nature that establishes that 
proposition. So far from this being the case, the 
pound sterling which was formerly represented by 
the quantity of gold contained in a guinea, less the 
one and twentieth part, (the guinea being twenty-one 
shillings) and is now exactly represented by the ex- 
isting sovereign, has at no time within the last 
twenty years been of so low avalue as $4.44. All 
computations of exchange therefore, that have as- 
sumed $4.44 within that term, as the par of ex- 
change for a pound sterling, have been erroneous.— 
It is true, that as regards practical results, it does 
not much matter where the starting point lies. As 
regards the facility of forming estimates, however 
there is a decided advantage in having the computed 
par to correspond with the real par, in order that the 
departure from the equilibrium above or below, may 
be rendered more manifest. If the nominal par of 
exchange corresponded with the true par, the ex- 

ression above par and below par would convey an 
idea of the true operations of commerce, which the 
want of this identity completely destroys. Every 
body in this country has an interest in knowing the 
course of its foreign trade, and the rate of exchange 
is the key which regulates all the great operations 
of commerce, and communicates to bankers that 
wholesome service as to the expansion of their is- 
sues of which they often so much stand in need.— 
But where shall we find this par? it may be asked. 
This question would have been more difficult to 
answer three years ago, than itis at present. 


Congress, in the year 1838 altered the law fixing 
$4.44 us the custom house par for the computation 
of duties to $4.80, in consequence of having ascer- 
tained that that suin in silver was about as near to 
a pound sterling in gold, for the time being as near 
as could be ascertained. No certain mode, howe- 
ver, of determining the true par existed prior to the 
new mint regulations of May, 1834. By the laws 
passed in that month, the British sovereign of full 
weight is deciared to be the equivalent of $4.874 of 
American gold coins, and consequently that sum in 
gold is the true parof exchange. According to the 


y | ordinary mode of computation, which assumes $4.44 


and an enfless fraction of a dollar as the par, a pre- 
mium of 9 per cent. would make a bill cost $4.88, 
which is so near $4.874, that for all practical purpo- 
ses, it will be sufficient to recollect, that, when ex- 
change is quoted in the newspapers at any rate less 
than 9 per cent. above par, itis really below par, and 





the fact of its being below par, is the reason why 
coin does not now goto. Europe. [Salem Gaz. 
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tre ex. F purpose 
ets are taken from the last annual communic rift with 
tion of the Mayor of Baltimore to the counej), “fp peach, th 


that city: lf 


“The imports during the fiscal year, end; 
the 30th Sept. amounted to the sum of $7,354.58 : 


? ing the u 
ention W 
which sn 


being an increase over that of the preceding ye,, as expt 
in the sum of $1,726,969, thus exhibiting the * eg next got 
ing result of an increase of our commerce with 1), Je astantly- 
interior of nearly 334 per cent.; showing, with th pilged. at 
increase of the preceding year, that our imports Ae. ne capta 
ing the two past years had increased more than fifty Ee gsoul on b 
per cent. The total value of — durine the eemble agony 
same period amount to the sum of $3,672,753 },. jemthe altert 
ing less than that of the preceding year in the gy, Jempeach, 2 
ot $261,106, owing, in part, to the failure of the ty, easprit of | 
last crops of grain. inslow 
“The consequence of the failure is, that from be. ing the : 
ing great exporters of flour from our own wheat, ,, The we 
are now importers of wheat in very large quantitie, ere 
“The coasting trade has increased in full propo, J" eat | “hb 
tion with that of the foreign, and is estimated to ey. prdesert 
ceed it in value. Joan 4 4 






“JT have preseres from the collector of the cys. ound the 


toms, as illustrative of our navigation, a statement 





showing the number of vessels which have beep e). aber 
tered in this port during the same fiscal year fr, hat no fu 
foreign ports, which shows that there had been e. (Ms. shrie! 
tered, during the period mentioned, 55 ships, i¢y jistance, 
brigs, 116 schooners and 2 sloops; a decrease fron one by 0! 
those of the preceding year of 7 ships, 51 brigs ay of many « 
61 schooners. There have been built during the o diifere 
ast year 2 ships, 8 brigs, 19 schooners and 3 steam. J one, it 


ats; in all, 5,584 tons, being an increase of 72) o death. 















































tons over that of the preceeding year. Of the 
«J mention with pride and pleasure, as exhibitir thirds we 
the just character of our shipbuilders, that, of those, It is t 
1 ship, 8 brigs, 16 schooners and 3 steamboats have hat evel 
been built for other ports of the union or for foreign omplish 
countries.” their mes 
med the v 
THE LAST DREADFUL SHIPWRECK, JB av was 
From the New York Courier and Enqutrer, Jan. 5, our or fi 
The information we give below has been derived grandson 
by our reporter from the captain of the shipwreck JRO" “1 8° 
vessel, and from persons on the spot where the fe ge!stance 
ship came on shore. He reached town from th as he o1 
scene of the disaster at an early hour this morning, 7?" additi 
having been despatched by us thither, as soon a puch was 
the news of the horrid catastrophe reached us: harry 
The barque Mexico, captain Winslow, saile( would ha 
from Liverpool on the 25th of October last, having 
on board a crew consisting of twelve men and one 
hundred and four passengers, in all one hundred 
and sixteen souls. She made the Highland ligits In rept 
on Saturday night last at 11 o’clock, and on Su ee r 
day morning was off the bar, with thirty or mor Ry" eo \ 
square rigged vessels, all having signals flying for Hyr* Perl 
ilots, but not a pilot was there in sight. The “ intor 
exico continued standing off and on the Hook Mayr‘? 


till midnight, and at dark she and the whole fleet of Hy The Ic 


ships displayed lanterns from the yards for pilots - frou 
Stil no pilot came. At midnight the wind increas: cee 
ed to a violent gale from the north west, and the : le 
barque was no longer able to hold to windwari, ma 
and was blown off a distance of some 50 miles. At ' , ~ 
this time, six of the crew were badly frost bitter, “The 
and the captain, mate and two seamen were all “ ft 


that were left able to hand and reef the sails. _ 

On Monday morning at 11 o’clock, standing" @ 
shore, they made the southern end of the woodlants, 
when she was wore round and headed to the north 
under a close reefed main top-sail, reefed fore-sall 


Mineral } 
bnd an ap 
Waikee 
lississip 


two reefed try-sail, and eedecn Peg At 4 o'clock Me Nich % 
the next morning, the mate took a cast of the lea sad 
and reported to captain Winslow that he had filteen wre 
fathoms water. Supposing from the soundings, Itis | 

laid down on the chart, that, with this depth “Hi med , 
water, he could still stand on two hours longer ye" dhe : 
safety, the captain gave orders to that effect, * at the ; 
was the more induced to do it, as the crew were" y 
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go disabled a state and the weather so intens¢l! 
cold, that it was impossible for any one to a 
on deck longer than half an hour at a time. The 
event has shown that the information given by i 
mate, as to the depth of water, was incorrect; ™ 
error probably arose from the lead line being frozen 
stiff at the time it was cast. the 
Fifteen minutes afterwards the ship strack r 
bottom, twenty-six miles east of Sandy sort, : 
Hempstead beach, and not more than a rye 
length from the shore. The scene that ensue 
board, we leave to the reader’s imagination. 
one hour and three-quarters she continued vag 
ing heavily without making any water, the S°» 


however, breaking continually over her. — ever 0 the out 
der was now knocked off, and the captain oF ve 2! two th 
the mainmast to be cut away. The boats W It is a | 


then cleared, the long boat hoisted out and veer 
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ed under her bows with a stout bawser, for them duce 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 14, 1837—ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 


307 








—=—!° 


IZ ey, 


a 7 E : . 
urpose. of filling it with passengers, letting it 
e within reach of the people who crowded the 
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en hauling her back again, and thus sav- 
nell : Lee cametaaate eople on board; but this in- 
li tention was ducthated by the parting of the hawser, 
548 On which snapped like a thread as soon as the boat 
822, a3 exposed to the heaving surf. The yawl was 
8 year ext got alongside, and stove to pieces almost in- 
Pleas. : tantly. At 7 o’clock the same morning the ship 
A the rijeed, and filled with water. Orders followed from 
‘ the ne captain to cut away the foremast; and that every 
mm Pt <gul on board should come on deck. In inexpressi- 


jie agony, they thus remained until four o’clock in 
ne alternoon, when a boat was launched from the 
peach, and succeeded in getting under the bow- 
writ of the wreck. This boat took off captain 
Winslow and seven men, and succeeded in reach- 
ing the shore with them in safety. 

he attempt, however, was attended with such 
mminent danger, that none could be induced to re- 
neat it. And now, the horrors of the scene were 
indescribable. Already had the sufferings of the 
jihappy beings been such as to surpass belief. 
From the moment of the disaster, they had oe 
ound the captain, covered with their blankeis thic 
et withice, imploring his assistance, and asking if 
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Cen en. Me ehope was still left to them. When they perceived 
‘ar fron FP ¢hat no further help came from the land, their pierc- 
een eh. ag shrieks were distinctly heard at a considerable 
Ips, 16) Mmistance, and continued through the night until they 
Se fron Hone by one perished. The next morning the bodies 
‘igs and Hof many of the unhappy creatures were seen lashed 
ring: the o diferent parts of the wreck embedded in ice. 
3 steam: Mi eNone, it is believed, were drowned, but all frozen 


> of 72) to death. 


Of the one hundred and four passengers, two- 









hibiting "thirds were women and children. 

of those, It is but justice to the people on shore to say, 
ats have hat every thing which human beings could ac- 
* foreign omplish to save the unfortunates was done that 


their means permitted. The only boat which board- 
ed the vessel was hauled a distance of ten miles, 





























ECK, @pand was manned by an old man and six others, 
, Jun, 5, fe four or five of whom were the old man’s sons and 
derived IEuBrandsons. Tor thirty-five years has he been living 
ipwreck feme2 te sea shore, during which he has rendered as- 
here the istance to numerous wrecks, and never before 
rom the as heor his comrades shrunk from the surf; but, 
norning, ewe” addition to violence on the present occasion, 
soon a such was the extreme cold, that a second attempt 
us: mio rescne was more than they dared venture; it 
+, sailed ee Ould have inevitably proved fatal to them. 
t, having 
aad es IOWA COPPER MINES. 
hundred Lancaster, Dec. 27, 1836. 
nd lights In reply to your inquiries in relation to the Iowa 
on Sun: @emeoPper mines, recently discovered in Wisconsin ter- 
or mor fae ory, | will give a brief geographical and statisti- 
ying fo al view of that country from iny own observations, 
it. The fee" information derived from unquestionable sour- 
e Hook ee °s- 
e fleet off the Iowa copper mines are located about one 
or pilots nile {tom Minera! Point, and thirty-five miles from 
increas: Meeetlena—embracing four hundred acres of land; in 
and the fe*bich copper has been discovered at various points, 
indwan, fee great abundance. It is found eighteen inches 
iles. At (mee'o'o the surface of the earth, and increases in value 
st bitten, Jameel quantity with the depth of the pits. 
were a The great road and mail route from Galena to 
‘Is. sreen Bay, via Fort Winnebago, passes through 
nding in ie “eral Point, and a rail road has been projected 
sodlands, fame" 20 appropriation made for its survey from Mill- 
rhe north fmatkee on Lake Michigan, to some point on the 
fore-sail lississip pi near Galena, which passes through the 
4 o'clock Mees. There is attached to the mineral tract, 
the lea, fe’"'ch is undulating prairie, nine hundred acres of 
sd filteen f*°dland, covered with a heavy growth of the best 
dings, # inber, for the business of smelting. 
depth of tis, I understand, proposed to form a stock com- 
cer with Mi 2Y In the city for the purchase of these mines. I 
ct, and mlieve, from my knowledge of the western country, 
, wereit fame" they present one of the best opportunities to 
intensely “ore to embark in speculation, yet offered in 
> remail ladelphia. The real value of the mineral cannot 
je, Thee. “OMputed—bnt from the quantity and quality 
on by the * ® ore, which has been tested by science, it may 
-rect; his MM ° Onsidered the most important mineral discovery 
ng frozel the United States. Copper ore found so high on 
.- ‘MISSissippi river is a matter of great considera- 
rack them". A furnace is now in blast, and it only requires 
Hook, 8 * erection of rolling mills, for which every facili- 
» cable's’ |S afforded, to supply the Upper Mississippi and 
nsued OM 'Ssouri with this article, without the immense 
on. For °St of transportation, on that extensive ascending 
thump Vigation; and then there is a safe descending na- 
the se’ trees on the unobstructed bed of the Mississip- 
Her rude “a the surplus manufacture, to New Orleans, or 
ordere¢m® “le out-let of that great national canal, a distance 
hts wert” ‘Wo thousand miles. 
nd vee ‘tis a fact, now generally known, that no lands 
for 





gion of Wisconsin. I have seen as fine crops on the 
prairie lands in fields surrounded by the miner’s 
shafts, as [ have ever seen grow in Pennsylvania, 
upon the best cultivated farms, tilled by the best far- 
mers in the world. There is a body of land, ex- 
tending from Green Bay to the Mississippi, embrac- 
ing the country of Fox river, Winnebago lake and 
the mineral district, which I believe to be unsur- 
passed in fertility and depth of soil. The lakes and 
the Mississippi are now struggling for the mastery, 
and both points are filling up with an industrious 
and enterprising population so rapidly, that Wiscon- 
sin must enter the union as a state, within two or 
three years. The material advantage to the lake 
country is its suyply of Jumber—the government, 
very properly, gave the new settlers the advantag: 
of procuring pine from saw mills, erected on lands 
occupied by the Indians, but which could not be 
shee eal ig thus they could erect comfortable 

uildings with ease and economy. But this favor 
has not been extended to the people of the Upper 
Mississippi, where pine is very scarce; except on 
lands yet occupied by the Indians, and the conse- 
quence is that the poor settler finds it very difficult 
to erect a comfortable dwelling, as pine boards are 
selling from forty to seventy dollars per thousand 
feet, and asufficient supply cannot be found. The 
demand for lumber is very great and daily increas- 
ing, in consequence of the numerous towns spring- 
ing up on the Mississippi and its tributaries—and 
the unebbing tide of emigration swelling upon the 
rich lands of the great valley. 

I will give you a description of Bellefontaine, 
Davenport, Praire du Chein, and other points, con- 
cerning which you inquire in anotherletter, Inthe 
mean time, I have no hesitation that the “Iowa cop- 
per mines” offer attractions rarely to be met with 
in any country. Truly, your friend, 

8. C. STAMBAUGH. 





ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN 
UNION. 
In senate, Monday, January 2. 

Mr. Grundy moved that the previous orders of 
the day be postponed, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the bill to admit the state of Michizan into the 
union. 

Mr. Calhoun was opposed to the motion; the docu- 
ments accompanying the bill had but this morning 
been laid upon the tables, and no time had been al- 
lowed for even reading thein over. 


Mr. Grundy insisted on his motion. Of one point 
he was fully satisfied, that Michigan had a right to 
be received into the union; on this, he presumed, 
there would be but iittle ditference of opinion, the 
chief difficulty having respect to the mode in which 
it was to be done. ‘There seemed more difference 
of opinion, and he presumed there would be more 
debate touching the preamble than concerning the 
bill itself; but he could not consent to postpone the 
subject. Congress were daily passing laws, the ef- 
fect of which pressed immediately upon the people 
of Michigan, and concerning which they were en- 
titled to have a voice and a vote upon this floor, and, 
therefore, the bill for their admission ought to re- 
ceive the immediate action of the senate. As to 
the documents, they were notnumerous. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina might readily run his 
eye over them, and he would perceive that the facts 
of the case were easily understood. Indeed, there 
was but one of any consequence, respecting which 
there was any controversy. When the senate ad- 
journed on Thursday, many senators had been pre- 
pared and were desirous to speak although the do- 
cuments were not then prioted. It was the great 
principles involved in the case which would form 
the subjects of discussion, and they could as well 
be discussed now. He thought the senate had bet- 
ter proceed. One fact in the case was very certain; 
there had been more voters for the members to the 
last convention than for the first. How many more 
was a matter of little comparative consequence.— 
The great question for the senate to consider was 
this: what is the will of Michigan on the subject of 
entering the union? © 

If this could be decided, it was of less conse- 
quence whether the bill should or should not ex- 


INTO THE 


| pressly state that the last convention, and the as- 


sent by it given, formed the ground of the admis- 
sion of the state. 


Mr. Calhoun here enquired whether the chairman 
of the eommittee was to be understood as being now 
ready to abandon the preamble? If the judiciary 
committee wer» agreed to do this, he thought all 
difficulty would be at an end. 


Mr. Grundy replied, that, as chairman of the ju- 
diciary committee, he had no authority to reply to 
the inquiry, but, as an individual, he considered the 
preamble as of little consequence, and he should 


roduce better wheat than those of the mineral re- | vote for the bij whether it were in or out. Michi- 





‘sent to the boundaries of the said state o 





gan ought undoubtedly to be admitted, and all the 
consequences would result, whether the preamble 
were retained or not. He had received no authori- 
ty trom the committee to consent that it should be 
stricken out. For himself he was settled in the be- 
lief that congress possessed full power to prescribe 
the boundaries of a territory, and that when that ter- 
ritory passed into a state the right remained still the 
same. Congress had already established the boun- 
dary of Ohio, and that settled the question. He ne- 
ver had perceived the necessity of inserting in the 
admission bill the section which made the assent of 
Michigan to the boundaries fixed for her by con- 
— a ges a to her admission, because the 

isputed boundary line was fixed by another bill; 
and whether the preamble to this bill should be re- 
tained or not, Michigan could not pass that line, so 
that the preamble was really of very little conse- 
quence. 

Mr. Calhoun said that, in inquiring of the honor- 
able chairman whether he intended to abandon the 
preamble of the bill, his question had had respect 
not to any pledge respecting boundaries, but to the 
recognition of the second convention and of its do- 
ings. He wanted to know whether the chairman 
was ready to abandon that principle. He had ex- 
amined the subject a good deal, and his own mind 
was fully made up that Michigan could not be ad- 
mitted on the ground of that second convention; 
but the senate might set aside the whole of what 
had been done, and receive Michigan as she stood 
at the commencement of the last session. 

Mr. Grundy observed that, if the gentleman’s 
mind was fully made up, then there could be no 
necessity of postponing the subject. The gentle- 
man. has fully satisfied himself, and now (said Mr. 
G.) let us see if he can satisfy us. His argument, 
it seems, has been fully matured, and we are now 
ready to listen to it. Though I consider that there 
is no virtue in the preamble, and that the effect of 
the bill will be the same whether it is stricken out 
or retained, yet I am not ready to say that I shall 
vote to strike it out. I am ready to hear what can 
be said both for and against it. 

The question was now put on the motion of Mr. 
Grundy to postpone the previous orders, and carri- 
ed, 22 to 16. So the orders were postponed, and 
the senate proceeded to consider the bill, which hav- 
ing been again read at the clerk’s table, as follows: 


‘A bill to admit the state of Michigan into the 


union upon an equal footing with the original 

states. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the act of congress of 
June the fifteenth, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
entitled ‘an act to establish the northern boundary 
of the state of Ohio, and to provide for the admis- 
sion of the state of Michigan into the union, upon 
the conditions therein expressed,” a convention of 
delegates, elected by the people of the said state of 
Michigan, for the sole purpose of giving their as- 

Michigan 
as described, declared and established, in and by the 
said act, did, on the fifteenth of December, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, assent to the provisions of 
said act: therefore— 

Be it enacted, &c. That the state of Michigan 
shall be one. and is hereby declared to be one, of 
the United States of America, and admitted into 
the union on an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury, in carrying into effect the 
thirteenth and fourteenth sections of the act of the 
twenty-third of June, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, entitled ‘an act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,” shall consider the state of Michi- 
gan as being one of the United States. 

Mr. Calhoun then rose, and addressed the senate 
as follows: 

I have bestowed on this subject all the attention 
that was in my power, and, althongh actuated by a 
most anxious desire for the admission of Michigan 
into the union, I find it impossible to give my as- 
sent to this bill. I am satisfied the judiciary com- 
mittee has not bestowed upon the subject all that 
attention which its magnitude requires; and I can 
explain it on no other supposition why they should 
place the admission on the grounds they have.— 
One of the committee, the senator from Ohio, on 
my left, (Mr. Morris), has pronounced the grounds 
as dangerous and revolutionary. He might have 
gone farther, and with truth pronounced them ut- 
terly repugnant to the principles of the constitu- 
tion. 

[ have not ventured this assertion, as strong as it 
is, without due reflection, and weighing the full 
force of the terms I have used, and do not fear, 
with an impartial hearing, to establish its truth be- 
yond the power of controversy. a 

To understand fully the objection to this bill, it 
is necessary that we should have a correct concep- 
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act. he i Bill to extend the rovisions of certain sections 
hd by heli therein named of the act of the 23d June, 1836, 
the sta, regulating the deposites of the money that may 
Authorityfame pe in the treasury on the Ist January, 1838. 
Chigan op Be it enacted, Sc. That the money which shall be 
One call Mw, the treasury of the United States on the first day 
assing by Mer January, 1838, reserving the sum of five millions 
1OSt mou. Mee dollars, shall be deposited with the several states, 
that cay n the terms and according to the provisions of the 
Tinciple Mmcth, 14th and 15th sections of the act to regulate 
VOUld ¢5, Me deposites of the public money, approved the 23d 





av of June, 1836. 
Utter gy}, a 


Mr. Calhoun, in introducing the bill, observed 









System, sat he had not asked leave to introduce this bill 
TDMent js Me ithout satisfying himself that there would be a 
re Subject ove surplus of the public revenue remaining in the 
State hay »asiiry at the termination of the next year, after al- 
their ay »wing for very liberal appropriations on all proper 
f she a bjects of expenditure. From the calculations he 
ouch th MiE.d made he was convinced that the amount of this 
» Chiat th rplus would not fall short of eight millions of dol- 
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then, th He was fully aware that the secretary of the trea- 









hh Hy ry, in the report submitted by that officer to con- 
| ont ess, had taken a very different view, yet Mr. C. 
ike ab, hought he hazarded little when he said that on this 
an a bject the secretary was certainly mistaken. He 


new, indeed, that formerly such an assertion from 
member of congress in relation to the highest fis- 
al officer of the government would have been deem- 
4 adventurous; but so vague, so uncertain, so con- 
ctural, and so very erroneous had been the reports 
om that department for two or three years last past, 
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7 a hat he could not be considered as risking much in 
Is the t king sucha position. That in this remark he did 
ich a dae » injustice to the secretary of the treasury, (to- 





ard whom he cherished no personal hostility or 
nkind feeling whatsoever), he would take the li- 
erty of presenting to the senate the estimates made 
y that officer for the present year, in December 
t,and comparing with it the actual result, as now 
scertained from the secretary’s own report, made 
epresent season. His estimate of the receipts from 
|sources, including the public lands and every other 
ranch of the revenue, amounted to $19,750,000, 
thereas the report stated those receipts to have 
nounted to $47,691,898, presenting a difference 
h the estimate, for asingle year, of $27,941,898.— 
hus the excess of the actual receipts had ex- 
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—* eeded the estimate by more than one-third of the 
careivid hole amount of the estimate. Each of the great 
of infaite ranches of revenue, the customs and the public 


ds, exceeded the estimate by millions of dollars. 
Again: the secretary had estimated the balance at 
he end of the year, then within four weeks of its 
rmination, at $18,047,598, whereas the report 
howed that the balance actually amounted to 
26,749,803, being an error of $8,702,250 for that 
hort period. How these errors arose, whether from 
eglizence or inattention, or whether they were made 
tposely to subserve certain political views, it was 
ot for him to say: but they were sufficient to show 
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ew . athe ran no very formidable hazard in venturing 
7 P . . “ 
r the con say that the views of the secretary in respect to 
at be the hat was yet future might be erroneous. 


But further: the secretary, in his report last year, 
id estimated the available means of the treasury 
rthe current year at $37,797,598; they were now 
tertained to have been $74,441,701, exhibiting 
‘small error of $46,644,104. We might search 
fiscal records of all civilized nations, and would 
bt find in the compass of history an error so mon- 
ous. He stated this with no feelings of ill will 
ward the secretary, but with emations of shame 
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under theme Mortification for the honor of the country. How 
question lst errors like these appear in the eyes of foreign 
Give beme°Ds? How would they look to posterity? 

do so Mm But he was not yet done. The secretary esti- 
was mot ites the expenditure of the year at $23,103,444, 
h motivem*reas they turned out to be $31,435,032, making 
» the la’ difference vf $8,331,588. He estimates the ba- 
cht not (@™mmce in the treasury at the end of this year at 
constitv'4,500,000, He now admits that it will equal 
ass by “F.005,669, making an error of $28,505,669, and 
, and tak@es notwithstanding he had made an under estimate 
ciple the Bay expenditure of more than eight millions, 
sembly, Mth, if added, as it ought to be, would make a 
for a omm'ttake of nearly thirty-seven millions. 

superset The secretary, however, had profited by the er- 
jeliberat"s of last year. The estimates in the present re- 
‘the state tt were somewhat nearer to the truth, but were 
authority far removed from it. And, indeed, so small 
e this d*M* the amount in which he had profited, that he 
Wailker-@* tisked an opinion that the expenditure would 


‘eed the income, so that, of the sum which had 
"n deposited with the states, a portion, amount- 
= to between two and three millions, would have 
be tefunded. Thesecretary held out language of 
; kind, when he acknowledges that the income 
he year would be $24,000,000. Mr. C. said he 
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would be glad to see the administration, with such 
an income, venture to call upon the states to pay 
back the moneys they had received. No adminis- 
tration would venture the call, except in the case of 
a foreign war, in which case these deposites would 
prove a timely and precious resource. With proper 
management, they wonld enable the government to 
avoid the necessity at the commencement of a war 
of resorting to war taxes and loans. All those gen- 
tlemen, and he saw several of them around him, 
who were here at the commencement of the last 
war, would well remember the difficulty and em- 
barrassment which attended the operation of raising 
the revenue from a peace to a war establishment. 

Assuming, then, that there would be a surplus, 
the question presented itself as to what should be 
done with it. That question Mr. C. would not now 
attempt to argue. The discussion of it at this time 
would be premature and out of place. He propos- 
ed to himself a more limited object, which was to 
state the points connected with this subject, which 
he considered as established; and to point out what 
was the real issue at present. One point was per- 
fectly established by the proceedings of the last ses- 
sion—that, when there was an unavoidable surplus, 
it ought not to be left in the treasury, or in the de- 
posite banks, but should be deposited with the 
states. It was not only the most safe, but the most 
just, that the states should have the use of the mo- 
ney in preference to the banks. This, in fact, was 
the great and leading principle which lay at the 
foundation of the act of last session—an act that 
would forever distinguish the 24th congress—an act 
which will gov down with honor to posterity, as it 
had obtained the almost unanimous approbation of 
the present day. The passage had inspired the 
country with new hopes. It had been beheld abroad 
as a matter of wonder; a phenomenon in the fiscal 
world; such as could have sprung out of no insti- 
tutions but ours, and which went in a powerful and 
impressive manner to illustrate the genius of our 
government. 

He considered it no less fully established that 
there ought to be no surplus, if it could be avoided. 
The money belonged to those who made it, and 
government had no right to exact it unless neces- 
sary. What, then, was the true question at issue? 
It was this: Can you reduce the revenue to the 
wants of the people?—he meant in a large political 
sense. Could the reduction be made without an in- 
jury that would more than countervail the benefit? 
The president thought it could be done; and Mr. C, 
hoped he was correct in thatopinion. If it be prac- 
ticable, then, beyond all question, it was the proper 
and natural course to be adopted. It was under this 
impression that he had moved to refer this part of 
the president’s message to the committee on finance. 
He not only considered that as the appropriate com- 
mittee: but there were other reasons that governed 
him in making the reference. A majority of that 
committee were known to be hostile to the depo- 
site bill, and would, therefore, do all in their power 
to avoid the possibility of having a surplus. If, 
then, that committee could not effect a reduction, 
then it might be safely assumed as impracticable.— 
If they could agree on a reduction, the senate no 
doubt would readily concur with them. 

There was one point on which the committee 
need have no apprehension, that any reduction they 
might propose to make would be considered by the 
south as a breach of the compromise act. Her in- 
terest in that act is not against the reduction, but 
the increase of duties. If it be the pleasure of other 
sections to reduce she will certainly not complain. 

Mr. C. said he would take this occasion to define 
with exactness the position he occupied in regard 
to the compromise. He stood, personally, without 
pledge or plighted faith, as far as that act was con- 
cerned. He clearly foresaw, at the time that bill 
passed, that there would be a surplus of revenue in 
the treasury. He knew that result to be unavoid- 
able, unless by a reduction so sudden as to over- 
throw our manufacturing establishments—a catas- 
trophe which he sincerely desired to avoid. What- 
ever might be thought to the contrary, he had al- 
ways been the friend of those establishments. He 
thought at the time that the reduction provided for 
in the bill had not been made to take place as fast 
as it might have been. But the terms of the bill 
formed the only ground on which the opposing in- 
terests could agree, and he, as representing in part 
one of the southern states, had accepted it, believ- 
ing it,on the whole, to be the best arrangement 
which could be effected; yet he saw (it did not, 
indeed, require much of a prophetic spirit) that 
there were those who were then ready to collect 
the tariff at the point of the bayonet, rather than 
yield an inch, ‘iin when the injurious effects of 
the surplus should be felt, would throw the respon- 
sibility on those who supported the bill. Seeing 








this, Mr. C. had determined that it should not be 


thrown upon him. He had therefore risen in his 
place, and, after calling on the stenographers to 
note his words, he had declared that he had voted 
for that bill in the same manner, and no other, than 
he did for all other bills, and that he held himself 
no further personally pledged in its passage than in 
any other. Mr. C. was therefore at perfect liberty 
to select his position, which he would now state. 
We of the south had derived incalculable advan- 
tage from that act; and, as one belonging to that 
section, he claimed all those advantages to the very 
last letter. That act had reduced the income of 
the government greatly. Few, he believed, were 
fully awase of the extent to which it had operated. 
It was a fact, which the documents would show, 
that the act of 1828 arrested at the custom house 
one-half in value of the amount of the imports.— 
The imports at that time, deducting reshipments, 
were about sixty-five millions of dollars in value, 
out of which the government collected about 
thirty-two millions in the gross. The imports of 
the last year, deducting reshipments, amounted to 
$120,000,000, which, if the tariff of 1828 had not 
been reduced, would have given an increase of 
$60,000,000, instead of something upwards of 
$21,000,000. He claimed not the whole difference 
for the compromise, but upwards of $20,000,000 
may be fairly carried to its credit. Under this 
great reduction, we of the south began to revive. 
Our business began to thrive and to look up. But 
the compromise act had not yet fully discharged its 
functions. Its operation would continue until the 
revenue should be brought down till no duty should 
exceed 20 per cent. ad valorem, and the revenue 
be reduced to the actual wants of the government. 
But, while he claimed for the south all these very 
important advantages, Mr. C. trusted he was too 
honest as well as too proud, while he claimed those 
benefits on her part, to withhold whatever advan- 
tage the north may derive from the compromise. 
His position, then, ox the question of reduction, 
was to follow, and not to lead; and such he believ- 
ed to be the true position of the south. If it be the 
wish of other sections to reduce, she will cheerful- 
ly follow, but I trust she will be the last to disturb 
the present state of things. 

Having thus clearly defined his own position, 
Mr. C. said he would venture a suggestion. Ifthe 
manufacturing interests would listen to the voice 
of one who had never been their enemy, he would 
venture to advise them to a course which he sheuld 
consider as wise on all sides. 

It is well known (said Mr. C.) that the compro- 
mise act makes a very great and sudden reduction 
in the years ’41 and *42. He doubted the wisdom 
of this provision at the time; but those who repre- 
sented the manufacturing interests thought it was 
safer and better to reduce more slowly at first and 
more rapidly at the termination of the term, in or- 
der to avoid the possibility of a shock at the com- 
mencement of the term. He thought experience 
had clearly shown that there could be no hazard in 
accelerating the rate of reduction now, in order to 
avoid the great and rapid descent of ’41 and °42; 
and in this view it seemed to him that it would be 
wise to distribute the remaining reduction equally 
on the six remaining years of the act. It was, 
however, but a suggestion. 

Mr. C. observed, that had not this been the short 
session of congress, he should have — the 
introduction of the present bill, and awaited the 
action of the committee on finance. But it was 
possible that committee might find it impracticable 
to reduce the revenue, and as there were but about 
two months of the session left, if something were 
not effected in the mean time, a large surplus might 
be left in the treasury, or rather in the deposite 
banks—left there to disturb and disorder the cur- 
rency of the country; to cherish and foster a spirit 
of wild and boundless speculation, and to be wield- 
ed for electioneering purposes. A standing surplus 
in the deposite banks was almost universally con- 
demned. The president himself had announced it 
in his message, and Mr. C. heartily agreed with 
him in every word he had said on that subject. 

Before sending the bill to the chair he would 
take the liberty of expressing his hope that the sub- 
jeet would be discussed in the same spirit of mo- 
deration as had characterized the debates upon it 
last year. It was a noble example, and he hoped 
it would be followed. Let the subject be argued 
on great public grounds, and let all party spirit be 
sacrificed on this great question to the good of the 
country. Yet, he would say to the friends of the 
administration, that it was not from any fear, on 

arty ground, that he uttered this sentiment; for 
e believed there was no subject which, in the 
hands of a skilful opposition, would be more fatal 
to power. 
The bill was, by consent, read twice; when Mr, 





Calhoun moved that it be made the order of the 
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day for Monday next. He saw no necessity for its | 
commitment. 

Mr. Clay was extremely unwilling to interrupt 
for a moment (and he would only interrupt fora 
moment) the progress of the debate expected to 
proceed to-day. But, from the numerous indica- 
tions which had been given of a purpose to disturb 
the compromise act, and from the direct allusion to 
the subject which had just been made, he felt him- 
self called upon to say one word. Considering the 
circumstances under which that act passed, the 
manner through this ody, the acclamation with 
which it ran through the house, the cordial recep- 
tion with which it was greeted by every part and 
every interest in the country, he did not th;nk that 
it ought to be lightly touched. In faith of adhe- 
rence to the provisions of that act, | invest- 
ments. have been made, and under its beneficent 
operation every interest has prospered, the manu- 
facturing not less than other great interests. The 
whole country has looked to the inviolability of the 
act: the messages of the president; the reports 
from the secretary of the treasury; the declarations 
of members of congress, upon this floor and that of 
the other house, all heretofore have united in stamp- 
ing upon it that character. Strictly speaking, he 
was aware that congress.possessed the power to re- 
peal or modify the act, but in his opinion it could 
not be done, without something like a violation of 
the public faith. He had foreseen, at the period of 
the passage of the act, the probability of a large 
surplus beyond the wants of the government, eco- 
nomically administered, and he had endeavored, si- 
multaneously with the passage of the act, to provide 
for it by the introduction of the land bill. That 
bill had passed congress, but unfortunately had en- 
countered the veto of the president. If that bill 
had received his sanction, there would have been 
no surplus at the last session, noe now, probabl 
none hereafter, to divide and distract us. For it 
was from the proceeds of the public lands that the 
surplus arose. If the land bill which passed at the 
last session of the senate had become a law, it 
would have distributed among the several states a 
larger sum than will be deposited in their treasu- 
ries under the deposite act. 

Mr. C. said that he knew well that the preserva- 
tion of the compromise act did not depend upon 
him. He well knew that its fate was in the hands 
of a majority of the senate, as now constituted, and 
a majority of the house. But, if they choose to re- 
peal it, or to make any essential alteration in the 
measure of protection secured by that act, he could 
only deeply regret the reopening of wounds which 
had been so happily healed. He can co-operate in 
no such object, but shall, for himself, steadily oppose 
any material change of the provisions of the act, 
and insist upon that efficacious and complete reme- 
«ly for a surplus which is to be found in the land bill, 
or upon some other competent remedy which will 
not unsettle all the great business of the country. 

Mr. Walker moved that the bill be referred to 
the committee on finance; and in supporting his 
motion observed that he had been one of those 
who voted against what was now openly avowed 
to be a distribution bill. Since the money had 
been distributed, some of the largest states had 
already come forward and yee to congress for 
the repeal of that section of the bill which provided 
for the refunding of the money by the states when 
it should be needed by the — government. 
He would remind the senate that the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster), 
who had been one of the authors and advocates of 
this measure; did expressly tell the senate that it 
would be but a single operation; and when the se- 
nate was warned that the bill would be only a pre- 
eedent for the distribution policy in future, the dis- 
tingushed senator had assured them of the contrary, 
and had insisted that it was a single and solitary 
measure, intended only to meet a contingency. 
Yet, what was the senate now asked to do? To 
create a surplus for the purpose of future distribu- 
tion. Mr. W. really thought that such a proposi- 
tion demanded examination by some committee, 
and he hoped the senate would not consent to take 
a leap in the dark. The honorable gentleman from 
South Carolina had presented as one ground of his 
opposition to letting the public money remain in 
the deposite banks, a desire to prevent the public 
land from passing into the hands of speculators. 
But the gentleman’s remedy had nct met the evil. 
The distribution bill had not prevented the mono- 

oly of the public lands by speculators, nor would 
it ever prevent it. If the ay did really de- 
sire to pooper evil, i im join in ipa pad 
ing that of the president’s message which pro- 
send to imit the sale of the subtic laa to actual 
settlers. Should this recommendation be adopted, 
there would remain no surplus to be distributed. 
For how was the surplus created? By referring to 


the report of the secretary of the treasury, it would 

be found that in the first three-quarters of the last 

year twenty millions of dollars had been paid into 

the treasury for the public lands, which was at the 

rate of about $25,000,000 a year. Yet, what por- 

tion of this amount was needed for actual settlers? 

not more than $5,000,000; or, according to an es- 

timate made by the chairman of the committee on 

public lands, not over $8,000,000. Thus there 

would be a reduction in the receipt of $16,000,000, 

being doubie the amount of the surplus predicted 

by the honorable gentleman from South Carolina. 

Let him then adopt the president’s recommenda- 

tion, and the evil apprehended could not take place. 

But should the senate pass the bill which had now 

been introduced, they would have passed the Ru- 

bicon, and the distribution policy would, in spite 

of all opposition, become the settled policy of the 

government. 

Mr. W. called upon the senate and upon the 

country to remark that they were now invoked by 

the gentleman from South Carolina to create a sur- 

plus for the purpose of distribution. 

Mr. Calhoun, in reply, complained of having 
been entirely misstated by the senator from Mis- 

sissippi. He had not invoked the senate to any 
such act, nor had he said any thing like it. But he 
had said that no administration could honestly plead 
any necessity for demanding back the deposites 
from the states, unless in the contingency of a fo- 
reign war. So far from having expressed a desire 
to create and distribute a surplus, he had, on the 
contrary, expressly declared that he should greatly 
prefer a reduction of the revenue, if it could be 
safely effected; and he had expressed his willing- 
ness to send the bill to a committee opposed to his 
own views, that, if possible, this might be effected. 
Yet, the gentleman accused him of a design to 
create a surplus. 

The gentleman had again said that one of the 
ee urged by him in favor of the distribution 
bill had been, that the deposite of the public mo- 
ney in banks was a great instrument of fraud and 
speculation. This was a great mistake. He had 
said no such thing. The president, however, had 
undertaken to legislate on the subject, and had is- 
sued an order, which was much more like an act of 
congress than an executive measure. The presi- 
dent deemed the evil so great, and the remedy so 
specific, that he had ventured on a great stretch of 
power to realize the object. Now, after what the 
president had said on this subject, any man who 
should vote to leave the public money in deposite 
banks stood openly convicted of being in favor of 
speculators. 

Mr. C. hoped the senator would not persist in 
his motion to refer the bill to a committee which 
he knew to be utterly opposed to it. Nothing 
could be more unparliamentary. He hoped the 
gentleman would at least indulge him with a special 
committee. 

Mr. Buchanan, without expressing any opinion 
on the merits of the bill, was in favor of its com- 
mitment. The subject extended itself into so many 
ramifications, was so complex and so extensive, 
that no leading measure ought to be adopted in re- 
lation to it without its previously undergoing the 
careful investigation of a committee. There were 
two counter projects now before the senate which 
were essentially incompatible with each other. One 
had been reported by the senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Clay), which proposed to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the public Jands among the states on cer- 
tain conditions; the other to deposite the surplus 
that might accrue, under the provisions of the bill 
of the last session. Both these plans, it was ob- 
vious, could not prevail; while the president had 
recommended the sale of the public domain to ac- 
tual settlers only. On this matter Mr. B. expressed 
no opinion, but should be guided in a great measure 
by the wishes and opinions of gentlemen coming 
from the new states. 

Should the viscous recommendation be adopt- 
ed, there would probably be no surplus. He should 
like to see a responsible report from the committee 
on finance. On the question whether there would 
or would not be asurplus on the Ist of January 
next he expressed no opinion. 

While up, he would add one word on the subject 
of what was commonly called the compromise act. 
Never should he forget the impression made upon 
his own mind when the news of the passage of that 
act first reached him. He had then been in a fo- 
reign country. The enemies of liberty throughout 
the world Were all looking to this country with anx- 
ious eyes, and with hopes highly raised, that this 
last experiment in favor of human freedom would 
prove to be a failure. The most exaggerated ac- 
counts of the division of opinion in this country, on 
the subject of the tariff, were spread throughout 





Europe, and the expectation appeared to be general 


SS, 
that our union would be dissolved, and the republic 
expire. In such circumstances, when he Pte 
that a compromise had been effected, hig "wy - 
had been pervaded by a feeling such as he bet ' 
never known before. Without being acquaintey 
with the particulars of the bill, he was Prepared t 
approve of itin advance, On further examinatio, 
however, he could not say whether he should hay. 
supported the bill or no, but the country hag hy 
ceived it; the great manufacturing and agriculty,) 
interest had welcomed it, and to this moment ;, 
lied upon it as, in some sense, the charter of th¢;, 
hopes. Other ogee interests of the Countn 
shared in the feeling, and never would Mr. B. iv 
his vote in favor of touching one of its provision, 
That could not be done without extensive] and 
injuriously affecting, not only the agricultural 4, 
manufacturing, but another great interest of hig 
own state. He referred to the mining inter 
On the whole, he hoped that they should haye , 
report from a committee; and should it even be aq, 
verse to the bill, yet such were the well-knowy 
zeal, perseverance and talents of the honorable 
entleman from South Carolina, that he would gj 
nd ways and means to bring the merits of his plo. 
ject full before the minds of the senate. 

Mr. Walker said that the senator from South 
Carolina had appealed to him to indulge him yjt, 
a special committee. But that gentleman wo 
do well to remember that, when on a former o¢ca. 
sion he, (Mr. W.) had introduced a bill of grea 
importance to Mississippi, and asked its referenc 
to a select committee, that gentleman had Opposed 
the motion, and had sent the bill to the committe 
on public lands, which he well knew to be oppose 
to every one of its provisions. In insisting, ther. 
fore, on his original motion to refer this bill to the 
committee on finance, he had only followed an ex. 
ample which the gentleman had set him. 

r. W.then went into some explanation to shoy 
that he had not misunderstood or misrepresented 
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the objects of the senator from South Carolina. |f BP eould be 
that gentleman should oppose the president’s re. Bed the e» 
commendation in regard to selling the public lands only clos 
to actual settlers only, it would, in eflect, be equ- BR enabled ' 
valent to voting to create a surplus. Mr. W. said B rogress 
he had no wish to alarm the manufacturing in B moving : 
terest, toward which he entertained no hostility, FB) Mr. R 
but he would now tell that interest throughout this B eommitt 
country that, if they wished to preserve the com- FB Carolina 
promise bill, the mode was to prevent an exorbi- Bi tee as ii 
tant sale of the public lands. If this were per- BP state the 
mitted to continue, a surplus revenue could not be BH clusion | 
prevented without touching the compromise bill. RB The sen 
Mr. W. had, on the last session, ofiered a resolution FR™ the con 
calling on the secretary of the treasury to ascertain J) whom tl 
and report to congress what reduction in the tari! [Ry venue g) 
and in the price of the public lands would bene He into ac: 
cessary to bring down the revenue to the wants of surplus 
the government, but in such a manner as notto year, an 
infringe on the compromise. The senator fion JR tion, the 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster), had moved to ly whether 
that resolution on the table; not because he was pa- JY a questi 
ticularly hostile to it, hut because he wished to commit 
press some other subject which was before the se HR every tt 
nate; and afterward there had been no opportunity [R= of the c 
to call it up. Mr. W. should not now depart from ence o 
the spirit of that resolution. He had no wish to IRF tion; bu 
violate the compromise, but desired that the reduc. FR) duced « 
tion should be in conformity with the 6th section ol JR range o 
that bill (which he read). Mr. R. 

The senate had been told by the gentleman from JM bili, anc 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) that the faith of the nation that he 
stood pledged to preserve that bill inviolate. But not nov 
that bill declared, in the most express terms, that ground 
the reduction of the revenue was not to be made by JM now in 
depositing it with the states—that was no feature ing of : 
of the compromise, but by a reduction of duties. from al 
He had ascertained that the reduction which bis with sc 
plan would effect would amount to three millions of on 
dollars. Deduct this from the eight millions derv- ound 
ed from the sale of the public lands to actual se Hi That, t 
tlers, and it would leave five millions of dollars, be BR R. adv: 
ing just the amount which the senator from South JB licy of 
Carolina bad thought it was proper to retain as 4° & ceitful 
unexpended balance in the treasury. Mr. W. 10 I tobe n 
sisted on his motion for referring the bill to the By deposit 
committee on finance. the wo 

Mr. Calhoun rejoined and explained, with a vie¥ & tion, at 
to show that the case of which the gentleman fro® & been s 
Mississippi complained was not parallel to the pre — surplu: 
sent, and still insisted on the propriety of allowi0S FH C. ass 
him a special committee. If, however, the senal? # than y 
should resolve to send this bill to the committee © — with tl 
finance, he should not be at a loss to understand the & compli 
movement. He had read the president’s —,. the ob 
attentively. It was an extraordinary document. 1° & tion to 
had read with no less care the report of the secret? F nothin 
ry of the treasury; that, too, was an extraordinay in ear 
document. ‘The perusal had suggested some ak, ) policy 
cions to his mind; and should the present bill be 
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j to the finance committee, those suspicions 
x id be fully confirmed. Such a measure would 
Pear to convince him that the policy of the admi- 
i tration was agreed upon, and that it would be to 
: oh a demonstration on a reduction of the revenue, 
at in fact, to leave that revenue in the deposite 
-?".. . The end of this session was not far off, and 
‘ould tell whether he were not correct in his 
inion. He would now, in his turn, venture to be- 
P me a prophet, and he would predict that, if the 
ait motion succeeded, that very thing which 
* resident in his message had most decidedly 
a emned would be the thing actually realized.— 
otwithstanding the president’s opposition to the 
ollecting of the surplus revenue, and all he had 
aid on its tendency to promote speculation and cor- 
upt the public morals, that was the thing which 
ald bedone. He was sorry he did not see the 
“yenator from New York (Mr. Wright) in his place. 
‘On that gentleman, peculiarly, lays the obligation 
> provide for the reduction of the revenue. Mr. 
well knew the difficulty of touching this subject. 
e had himself had a full and sound trial of that 

speration. He knew the efforts by which the exist- 
Sjng reduction had been effected, and he felt very 
“eure that the senator from New York could not be 
e in the expectation of effecting a reduction 
He had heard much said in 








, at woul 
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o any great amount. 
rivate on that subject, and he could not but regret 
Ghat the president, when alluding to it in his mes- 
saze, had not referred to the difficulties attending it. 
Mr. C. thought he saw how things were to go, and 
he thus openly announced what his conviction was. 
"He believed nothing would be done to reduce the 
revenue; that the money would still be collected, 
‘and would be left, not where it ought to be found, 
"i, the treasuries of the states, but in the deposite 
banks. 

? If the finance committee would report an ade- 
" quate reduction of the revenue, Mr. C. would con- 
‘sent to withdraw his bill. He should infinitely pre- 
fera reduction to a distribution provided the thing 
could be done. Inthe meanwhile the south claim- 
ed the execution of the compromise bill; it had not 
only closed a long and painful controversy, but had 
enabled them to make some feeble stand against the 
") progress of executive influence. He concluded by 
moving for a special committee. 
| Mr. Rives was in favor of referring the bill to the 
‘committee on finance, but as the senator from South 
‘Carolina considered the denial of a special commit- 
‘tee as involving some want of courtesy, he would 
state the considerations which led him to the con- 
' clusion that that would be the proper committee.— 
The senator himself had said, but yesterday, that 
u the committee on finance was the committee to 
» whom the entire subject of the reduction of the re- 
) venue specially belonged. The senator had entered 
Fintoacalculation to show that there would be a 
surplus in the treasury at the commencement of the 

» year, and on this he grounded his bill. The ques- 
) tion, therefore, at the root of the whole matter was, 
» whether there would be such a surplus. This was 
2 question which obviously pertained to the finance 
conmittee. The gentleman, relieving himself from 
every thing like a pledge to abide by the provisions 

| of the compromise act, expressed his strong prefer- 
ence of a reduction of the revenue to its distribu- 
tion; but the question whether it could safely be re- 

| duced certainly was a question coming within the 
range of the appropriate duties of that committee. 
Mr. R. reverted to the history of the compromise 
bill, and expressed his satisfaction at the reflection 

| that he had rendered it his fearty support. He did 
hot how recede, in the slightest degree, from the 
ground he had then occupied. But the senate was 

| Tow in a different pusition: they were at the open- 
ing of a new session of congress, and were enabled 
{from all the lights of past experience to look ahead 
with something like certainty. If they foresaw the 
provability of a surplus of revenue, they were 
ound to guard against it by attempting a reduction. 
That, beyond question, was the true policy. Mr. 
R. adverted to the prophecy by Mr. C. that the po- 
liey of the administration was to be a false and de- 
ceitful demonstration on reduction while none was 
to be made, and the money was to remain in the 
deposite banks, [Mr. Calhoun shook his head at 
the words false and deceitful.] Well, ademonstra- 
tion, at all events, was to be made, and all that had 
| been said by the president in his message against 
| Surplus revenue would turn out a delusion. [Mr. 
C. assented.] Yet the gentleman had, no longer 
than yesterday, expressed the highest satisfaction 
with the finance committee, and been lavish of his 
| Compliments on the gentlemen composing it, when 
} the object was to refer this very measure of reduc- 
| tion to that committee, Did the gentleman mean 
| hothing more than a demonstration? Had he not been 
; 2 earnest? He hoped the gentleman had no such 
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He had been in favor of sending the subject of a re- 
duction of the revenue to the committee on finance, 
because he considered the subject as appropriate to 
their specific duties; but he was prdian 5 

this bill to that committee, because they were known 
to be adverse to its object. In one case he had gone 
on the great 
tions were to be referred to committees favorable to 
the object proposed; and in the other case, he still 
had sent it toa committee at least not unfavorable 
to the measure. 
able senator from Virginia declare so explicitly that 


















Mr. Calhoun repelled the charge of inconsistency. 


to sending 


arliamentary principle that proposi- 


He was rejoiced to hear the honor- 


he did not regret the course he had taken in refer- 
ence to the compromise bill; he was confident the 
entleman never would have reason to repent the 
able and honorable course he had pursued on that 
memorable occasion; and he trusted the gentleman 
would agree in sentiment with those who were op- 
osed to leaving the public money in the deposite 
Banles. Mr. C. had given many evidences of his 
desire that a reduction should be made in the reve- 
nue; and had, on a former occasion, sent a bill to 
the committee on manufactures for that object, 
which afterwards had passed the senate almost una- 
nimously, and had been sent to the other house, af- 
ter which it was never again heard of. He was not 
the man, however, to disturb the terms of the com- 
romise, which had so happily been effected, un- 
ess it should be done by common consent. The 
south were prepared to assent to such a step, and if 
the north would also agree to it, there need be no 
difficulty in the case. The gentleman from Virgi- 
nia seemed to suppose that, because it was the du- 
ty of the finance committee to consider the ques- 
tion whether there was likely to be a surplus reve- 
nue or not, therefore, this bill ought to be sent to 
them. The argument was too wide; on the same 
principle, every proposition which related to the ap- 
plication of any portion of the public resources 
must be sent to that committee. It would swallow 
up almost all the business of the senate, He con- 
cluded by demanding the yeas and nays on the ques- 
tion of commitment. 
Mr. Rives briefly rejoined. As the senator from 
South Carolina was only conditionally in favor of 
the proposition in the bill, in the event that there 
would be a surplus, and that the revenue could not 
be reduced; and as the question whether it could be 
reduced belonged confessedly to the committee on 
finance, it involved no violation of the parliamenta- 
ry principle to which the senator had alluded, to 
send this bill to that committee. Mr. R. hoped he 
should not be understood as wishing wantonly to in- 
terfere with the provisions of the compromise bill; 
he was farfrom desiring any such thing. He held 
the compromise in great respect, as having effected 
a great national good in the settlement of an agitat- 
ing and alarming question. But he was free to say 
that, if any mode could be devised of bringing down 
the revenue to the wants of the government without 
interfering with the enactments of that bill, he 
should be opposed to disturbing them in any way. 
But it was a Radamnante duty of legislation to dis- 
pense with all unnecessary taxes, and reduce the 
burdens of the people as far as the necessities of 
overnment would permit. If this could not be 
one, without touching some parts of the compro- 
mise bill, it inust be touched; but if it could, then 
that bill, in all its provisions, ought to be sacredlv 
maintained. 

The question on Mr, Walker’s motion to refer the 
bill to the committee on finance being now put, the 
vote stoo: as follows: yeas 22, nays 22. The yeas 
and nays being equal, the chair voted in the affirma- 
tive; and the bill was committed accordingly to the 
committee on finance. 

[For the yeas and nays see page 270.] 


THE DEPOSITE BANKS, &c., 
From the National Gazette, of January 5. 

It has oceurred to us that the document published 
below (the authority of which is unquestionable) 
may throw some light on two or three objects of in- 
quiry proposed in Mr. Garland’s resolution. It is 
a cireular letter addressed by R. M. Whitney to the 
officers of certain deposite banks, and pretty con- 
clusively shows the close political connexion be- 
tween that gentleman and the government, the na- 
ture of some of his duties, and the means by him 
deemed legitimate to effect the objects of his agen- 
cy. In the debate of last Saturday, Mr. Thompson, 
of South Carolina, said: [Here follows a quotation 
from Mr. T’s speech. ] 

We are unable to predict how far all these topics 
of inquiry are likely to be elucidated by the labors 
of the committee; but if the honorable member will 
take the trouble to read this letter, he will probably 
be satisfied that the representation in the official 
message of the 6th of December, touching the oner- 








session upon the deposite banks, by which their ac- 
tion and accountability were defined, was suggest- 
ed by the same spirit which on the 7th, was prompt 
to enforce the representation by a studied commen- 
tary — it, directly addressed to those banks. He 
will also draw his own inferences touching the con- 
sistency of that administration whose various organs- 
and ministers have never ceased to protest against 
the pernicious influence of a moneyed institution 
upon legislative freedom and integrity » when he 
sees a person from the very bosom of that adminis- 
tration officially dictating the repeal of an act of 
congress by means of the powerful impulses of a 
combination of banks upon the opinions of the mem- 
bers of the national legislature. 

_ Should any curiosity be excited as to the autho- 
rity upon which this communication is made pub- 
lic, it will be sufficient for us to suggest, that it 
may appear to some of the officers of the institu- 
tions to which it was addressed, that their agent 
has overstepped the line of his duty in forgetting 
the true objects of his appointment, and intriguing 
against the continuance of a fair and: legitimate re- 
gulation. Should such prove to be the case, we 
applaud their independence. If the surmise is un- 
founded, and Mr. Whitney’s proceedings are unex- 
ceptionable, no injury can accrue to him. If, on the 
contrary, he has mistaken the limits of his office and 
his duty, the people will be enlightened, and the 
country benefited by a knowledge of the proceed- 
ing. 


Washington, Dec. 7, 1836. 

Dear srr: I should consider that 1 was remiss 
in discharging the duty which I owe to those banks 
which employ me to reside here to attend to their 
interests, were I to remain inactive on the present 
occasion. You will have seen that the president, 
in his annual message to congress of yesterday, in 
relation to the operation of the law of the last ses- 
sion of congress regulating the deposite banks, says 
it is believed that it «operates onerously and unjust- 
ly upon many of them in many respects.” He just- 
ly recommends a modification of that law, so as to 
remove such operation. 


I believe that few of the banks are aware what 
they are chargeable with under that law. I will 
explain: all sums, while in transitu, are chargeable 
with interest; for instance, a bank at New Orleans, 
which is required to transfer money to Boston, must 
pay interest upon it until it is placed at the credit 
of the treasurer at that place, although it may be 
money transferred to New Orleans from St. Louis 
on Natchez. This is not all; the New Orleans 
bank must pay interest upon this money while in 
its possession, although it derives no use of it, but 
is employed in making preparations to transmit it 
to the point ordered. 

The same in cases where transfers are ordered 
from New York to North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Virginia. 

This must certainly be pronounced an “unjust 
operation of the law.” 

What is considered an “onerous” part of the law, 
is the exaction of any interest at all. The bank of 
the United States never paid any interest on the 
public deposites, and for ten years prior to 1833 
they averaged eight millions of dollars. That insti- 
tution rendered no greater service than the deposite 
banks do to the government in performing the du- 
ties of disbursing agents. 


The services rendered in the way of transferring 
the public money from one place to another by the 
deposite banks are nearly fourfold those vendeeed 
by the bank of the United States in any one year; 
and that too by a small number of the deposite 
banks. 

It is believed that the greatest sum ever transfer- 
red by the bank of the United States in any one 
year was in 1832, amounting to $16,000,000, Dur- 
ing the year ending the Ist of October, 1836, the 
transfers actually made and paid by the deposite 
banks amounted to $39,319,894, and the amount 
transferred and paid between the Ist of October and 
the 6th of November, was $5,399,000, and the 
amount of transfer warrants outstanding at that 
date was $14,450,000, making an te of 
$59,168,894. This, I venture to say, is without a 
precedent in any commercial country, The trans- 
fers made by the bank of the United States were 
generally between the Atlantic cities, or from the 
east to the west, in all of which cases, if there was 
not a profit growing out of making them, they were 
not attended with lass; while millions of the trans- 
fers made by the deposite banks have been in an 
inverse direction, and have been attended by both a 
heavy loss and risk to the banks that have been 
called upon to make them. +i 

It is a remarkable fact, which shows the abili 
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the fiscal duties of the government, that nearly all 
these transfers have been made by sixteen banks. 

In the negotiation of the domestic exchanges, the 
ability of the deposite banks to grant all, and even 

eater, facilities to the community than were ever 

erived from the baak of the United States, is most 
fully demonstrated, and the contrast in the opera- 
tions of a few of them, compared with those of the 
bank of the United States, is not less striking than 
that in the transfers of the public money made by 
the two. The domestic exchange transactions of 
the bank of the United States, and its twenty-five 
branches, were stated by Mr. Binney, in his speech 
in 1834, to be $225,617,910. This embraced some 
items which I do not consider to come legitimately 
within transactions which should be embraced un- 
der that head. By returns which have been re- 
ceived from nineteen of the deposite banks, their 
transactions for the year ending the Ist of October 
last, embracing the same items of their operations 
as those included in Mr. Binney’s statement, 
amounted in the aggregate to $420,463,211. Ifthe 
6. vamig transactions of each only were stated, I 
believe the contrast would be still greater. 
The important services yenhenal t0 the govern- 
ment, in the various duties devolving upon a small 
number of the deposite banks, as well as the facili- 
ties por the community by an almost equall 
small number, are fully appreciated here; nor will 
it be overlooked by those whose characters were 
staked upon the success of the measure, the faith- 
ful manner in which the original deposite banks 
executed the duties which they were required to 
perform, and the aid which was derived from them 
in carrying out successfully the ‘experiment’ of 
employing state banks as the fiscal agents of the go- 
vernment, in place of the bank of the United States, 
amidst an opposition and warfare to defeat it with- 
out a precedent in this penny 

There is another fact which ought not to be for- 
gotten: that, in the transfers of the public money 
and the domestic bill transactions performed by the 
bank of the United States, the whole was perform- 
ed by one and the same institution, directed by the 
same head, while, in the case of the deposite banks, 
the whole has been performed by separate and dis- 
tinct institutions, each of which has been obliged 
to rely on its own resources. 

I know that, both here and elsewhere, those who 
fee] a desire for the success of the “experiment” of 
employing state banks as fiscal agents, have always 
been opposed to the tax of interest required under 
the deposite bill, and will both encourage a relin- 
quishment of any interest which may have accru- 
ed already, but also to repeal the operation of the 
act for the future. 

The services to the government, and the facilities 
rendered the community, which I have already de- 
tailed, furnish strong grounds for such claim on the 

art of those banks which have performed them; 
Put there are others which apply to nearly all— 
such as the aid given out carrying on the views of 
the administration in supplying a metallic currency 
under the acts of congress, and also, in many in- 
stances, in relinquishing a circulation of small notes, 
which was valuable to the bank, and substituting 
the precious metals in their place. 

It is my intention to exert myself to have a sub- 
stitute at the present session for the law of the last 
session, free of objections; and also to obtain a re- 
peal of that part of the latter requiring the payment 
of interest by the deposite banks, both retrospec- 
tively and prospectively. 

It will aid me much if the directors of the va- 
rious banks to whom I send this will address letters 
to such members of each house as they may be ac- 

uainted with, impressing upon them the onerous 
duties which have been performed by the deposite 
banks, the injustice done many of them by the ex- 
action of interest as the law is now construed, and 
the magnanimity which congress wuuld display b 
a total relinquishment of interest altogether, bot 
past and for the future. 

Another oe might be employed, but it 
would be impolitic to make use of it with members, 
which is this: that as soon as the sum in the treasu- 
ry comes to be reduced by the operation of the de- 

osite law, the banks which will be continued will 
Pardly find it an object to subject themselves to the 
expense of acting as fiscal agents, for the use of 
the small sum which each can have, even without 
paying any interest whatever. Before the close of 
next year, we must go back to as small a number 
of deposite banks as were employed prior to the 
passage of the — act; consequently, with but 
few exceptions, the newly selected banks will have 
to become as they were. All this part of the sub- 
ject had better be promulgated here; it is my inten- 
tion speedily to commence upon that subject, first, 
by enlightening congress in relation to the facts, of 


and then to proceed to carry through my object; 
and I hope I may receive all the support possible 
from those immediately interested in the way I 
have pointed out. 

I shall send this communication to very few of 
the banks not of the original selection, and I trust 
that all to whom I do send it will view it as one 
oe to be made public, though not marked confiden- 
tial. 

Permit me to say that no time should be lost in 
adopting such measures as may be considered ex- 
pedient. 

I would add one further suggestion—that, in all 
cases where letters may be written upon this sub- 
ject, a willingness be re! ey to aid in future to 
the full extent of the ability of the bank, as far as 
circumstances will permit, the carrying out of the 
measure of substituting a metallic for a paper me- 
dium, within the limit fixed by the president (20 
dollars). 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient ser- 
vant, R. M. WHITNEY. 

P. S. I shall be happy to learn what steps are ta- 
ken by those to whom this will be addressed, as 
well as to receive instructions from those whose 
agent I am. 


To the editors of the Globe: 

A circular letter, lately addressed by me to some 
of the deposite banks, and to but few that I am not 
in regular correspondence with, and employed by, 
has made its appearance in the public newspapers. 

That letter contained the following injunction: 
‘IT trust that all to whom I do send it (the letter) 
will view it as one not to be made public, though not 
marked confidential. 

It was under these circumstances the letter was 
written, and therefore less attention was paid to the 
nape than would have been, had it not have 

een a private and confidential communication. 

Exceptions are taken, [ learn, to some expres- 
sions employed in the letter, and very justly, too, if 
it can be supposed that I intended either the as- 
sumption of authority, or any thing disrespectful to 
congress, which the opposition presses are endea- 
voring to impress on the mind of the public that 
the language of the letter contains. 

The facts which led to the communication in 
question are simply these. Shortly after the pas- 
sage of the deposite law of the last session of con- 
gress, some of the banks wrote to me to ascertain 
and inform them of the construction that was given 
to different parts of it; that in relation to interest, 
which they are required under the law to pay, in 
particular. They were informed that such a con- 
struction was given to the law as would require 


transfer, while preparing to make such transfers, as 
well as while iw transitu, and until placed at the 
credit of the treasurer by the bank to which the 
transfer might be ordered to be made This appear- 
ed to them so unreasonable, that some of the most 
important of the deposite banks were seriously dis- 
posed to decline the agency of the government. 

To these I wrote, and advised them not to give it 
up, but to continue to perform what was required 
of them, although onerous, until the meeting of 
congress. I also stated to them, that I felt con- 
fident that congress could not have foreseen the un- 
just operation of the law; and that I felt equally 
confident, when that body should be apprised of it, 
they would so modify the law as to give them relief 
for its past, as well as to remove its future continu- 
ance; and, as their agent, I stated that I would do 
all in my power to obtain this relief for them. 

Accordingly, I suggested to the officers of the 
banks in my letter, the expediency of writing them- 
selves to their friends and acquaintances in con- 
gress, pointing out to them the exaction which they 
are subject to, and soliciting them to aid in giving 
relief. 

Many of the banks themselves remained, until 
very recently, entirely ignorant of the construction 
given to the law, or of what they would be charge- 
able with under it, and, as may be supposed, ex- 
pressed some surprise when informed. 

In regard to a diminution of the number of banks 
now employed, I have always understood that it 
would take place as soon as the surplus money is 
disposed of. That supposition has been confirmed 
by the suggestion contained in the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury, that the head of that de- 
partment be clothed with authority by congress to 
discontinue such as may be unnecessary. 1 have 
good reason for supposing that many of the banks 
lately selected consider that they are but temporari- 


ly employed. 
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January 9, 1887. 


REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY oF THE 
TREASURY, 

Transmitting statements of the transfers of public m, 
neys, in obedience to a resolution of the senate 4; 
the 20th instant. / 

Treasury department, Dec. 26, 1836 

Hon. Martin Van Buren, president of the senate: — 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following y. 
port, in further compliance with a resolution 0 the 
senate, passed the 20th instant, directing “that th, 
secretary of the treasury communicate to the senat, 
a detailed statement of all transfers of public mo. 
neys ordered since the 23d of June last, for the pur. 
pose of executing the act of that date for regulating 
the deposites of the public money; showing th 
dates and amount of such transfers; from what place 
to what place; irom what bank, to what bank; anj 
the times allowed for such transfers, respectively: 
also a similar statement of all transfers other thay 
such as were made in execution of the aforesaiy 
act.” 

From the manner of making transfers which ha; 
long prevailed in this department, the cause for mak. 
ing them does not appear on the face of the transfer 
draft, nor, in general, on on | record. 

The cause of any particular transfer is, therefore, 
usually known to no person except the secretary, 
who orders it; and, hence, such transfers as have 
been issued “since the 28d of June last, for the pur. 
pose of executing the act of that date for regulatin 
the deposites of the public money,” and which are 
called for in the first part of the resolution, cannot 
be discriminated from any others, called for in the 
last part of the resolution, and which may not have 
been made in execution of the aforesaid act, unless 
the secretary is able to do it, and from memory mr. 
ther than the records. 

In order, therefore, to avoid any mistakes as to 
the whole amount of transfers directed, from all 
causes whatever, within the period mentioned, the 
treasurer was, on the day the resolution reached me, 
required to prepare an exhibit of the whole sinee 
the 23d of June last, and to accompany it by the de- 
tails desired in the resolution, as to the times of pay- 
ment and the names of the bank to and from which 
they have been respectively ordered. 

The whole amount of these transfers which 
have taken effect, or been paid, appears to be 
$20,129,385. 

Those which have not taken effect, and are not 
ayable, many of them till January, February, 
March and April of next year, equal $12,910,000; 
making the whole amount ordered $35,039,385. 

To be able to decide, nearly as practicable, what 
portion of these have been directed ‘for the purpose 
of executing the deposite act,” and what portion if 
any, for other objects, it will be necessary to advert 
to the following facts and explanations. The de- 
geo supposes that they may all be construed 

y some as having been ordered for that purpose, 
because they were all issued under the authority of 
that act, and the supplement to it, passed July 4, 
1836. Buta portion of them having been issued 
with a view to facilitate disbursements, and make 
payments, at convenient points, of the appropria- 
tions by congress, may nat in strictness, perhaps, 
be considered by others as ordered for the purpose 
of executing the act, and hence will, as far as practi- 
cable, be estimated by themselves. The amount ot 
them, though not attainable with exactness, can by 
a few considerations, probably be separated and 
computed distinctly from the rest with sufficient 
certainty for any general object contemplated by 
the resolution. 

Thus, the sum in the treasury subject to draft on 
the 23d of June 1836, was about $34,000,000. Of 
this amount about $6,200,000 were then under trans- 
fer to different places, and to take effect at future 
periods, for purposes of safety, and affording facili- 
ty to future disbursements. 

On the passage of the deposite law, however, and 
in execution of the first section of it, prohibiting 
any amount over three-fourths of the capital of any 
bank to be left in it any longer than was necessary 
to select new banks, and to complete the transfers 
a for removing the excess, it became vag 
sable to transfer for that purpose alone, about 
$18,300,000. New transfers for this whole amount 
became necessary, except in a few cases where the 
transfers outstanding tended to accomplish that ob- 
ject, though in other cases they quite as much re- 
tarded it. The department, therefore, took imme- 
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feel confident has been obtained in a clandestine 
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the origin and object of a private letter, which 
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1 was at once perceived that, by the peculiar phrase- 


dopted in the deposite act, it was very doubt- 
3 ol0gy other any of these new transfers could be 
i made to banks in other states than those where the 


a money then was, unless done to facilitate the public 
3 disbursements, 


or unless suitable and sufficient 
panks to hold the excess could not be obtained in 
the latter states; and hence, that the transfers of any 
inning the equalization 
lus among the different states, could not 
robably, in any case, however convenient, be car- 


‘ ried on at the same time, or be commenced before 


the Ist of January next. These impressions were 


: communicated by me in reply to several members 


of congress who inquired at the department on the 


subject and wished new banks selected, and trans- 
fers made under the new act, immediately from 


states where the public money had greatly accumu- 
: Jated beyond their proportion to other states where 
~ jarge deficiencies existed. 
ccordingly, the form of a bill was, at their re- 
“quest, prepared, which might, if congress deemed 


: it proper to re further on the subject, remove 
ed 


the suppos ifficulty, and which, with some mo- 

 difications, afterwards passed into a supplemental 

Jaw, on the 4th of July last. Consequently, in any 

subsequent proceedings to accomplish those first 

~ transfers of $18,300,000, with a view to equalize 
the amount among different banks, in conformity to 

” the first section of the deposite act, it was cousider- 

ed that congress, by the supplemental act, express- 

"> ly intended to remove the doubts and objections be- 

" fore entertained to the course previously proposed, 

of combining with the division of the excesses 

among new banks, the commencement of the ap- 

" portionment of the deposites among the different 

deficient states, preparatory to a gradual and easy 

payment to the states themselves the ensuing year. 

"Tn several cases, therefore, both objects or pur- 

of poses, when convenient, were seasonably united, 

and with a mitigated and more beneficial effect, it 
js believed, on the whole administration of the law, 
and the condition of the money market generally, 

j . than if all the transfers to all the different states had 

_ been delayed till next year, and at that time have 

been ordered in much larger sums. 

 Butas the payments were not required to be 

made into the state treasuries till the first of Janua- 

ry next, and quarterly thereafter during the year, it 
~ will be seen by the exhibit that few or no separate 

» transfers have yet been ordered for equalization 

among the states disunited with the other purpose 

of equalization among the banks, except such as 

_ were to take etiect the next year, near the dates 

| when the several payments are due to the states 

_ themselves,and none whatever have been ordered to 

' remain permanently, except in cases where great 

_ excesses existed in some states, to be reduced, and 

| deficiencies in others to be supplied, and where, if 

| desired on account of greater convenience merely 
in point of time, they have not been postponed to 

_ 1887, The distinction between permanent and tem- 

" porary transfers is adverted toin the above remarks, 

ecause, though that distinction does not, any more 

' than the cause of the transfer, appear on its face, 

| yet it often happens, as will be seen in the schedule 

| 3, that transfers are made from one place to another 
on account of its being more easy in the course of 

» trade and exchange to have the money go to that 

» other place in the first instance, temporarily, and af- 

_ terwards be forwarded further by new transfers, 

and with greater public convenience, to the place 

_ where it is permanently to remain till expended. 

| If this be done sometimes, in the first step of its 

| Progress, without a rigid regard to deficiencies or 

. €xcesses, in the bank or state receiving the money, 

| yet, in the next and final step of transferring it to 

‘its ultimate destination, those are always strictly 

» adhered to. 

_ _Inseveral cases, also, where the transfers are at 
first, for the convenience of commerce, or other pro- 
per cause, ordered to banks in an amount beyond 

_ three-fourths of their capital, it will be seen that, be- 

‘ore all the transfers take effect or become paid, 

_ other transfers are ordered from the receiving banks, 

|» 80 asto prevent them from holding permanently 

_ Nore than the amount prescribed in the law. But, 

_ besides the transfers of the $18,300,000, rendered 

, nperative to equalize the money among the banks, 

' “ere has been an accruing revenue since the depo- 

Site act passed, amounting to nearly $22,500,000, 

| 4nd most of which, being at first paid into the banks 
Where an excess already existed, and hence not by 

aw retainable there, has also been, necessarily, 

Placed under transfer to some other banks, in com- 

pliance with the first section of the act of congress, 

| xcept so far as while accumulating, the revenue, 
| Whether new or old, has in part been used to meet 

; Current expenditures at the places where collected. 

|, In addition to all these removals of money, ren- 

dered indispensable under the 12th section of the 
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act, and amounting in all to over forty millions of 
dollars, except the deduction of the current expen- 
ditures at those points, equalling perhaps one-third 
of the whole $17,500,000, which have been paid out 
on appropriations since last June, other transfers, 
to the amount of $700,000, authorised for the pur- 
pose of supplying the mint with metal for coining, 
as explained in my annual report, have, under the 
direction of the president and advice of the direc- 
tor, been made to promote the execution of that de- 
sirable object. 


The result of the whole is, that the amount of 
transfers ordered to execute only these purposes 
would be about $30,666,666, or but seven to eight 
millions less than all the transfers ordered since the 
deposite act passed. 


This residue is near the whole amount which has 
propably been required to be transferred for facilitat- 
ing the public disbursements at other points, amount- 
ing, since June last, at those other points, it is pre- 
sumed, to about $12,000,000 out of the whole.— 
This sum is only from one to two millions larger 
than the transfers outstanding for this and a similar 
purpose when the deposite act passed, and is less 
than the average amount required during the two 

ears before the act passed, as well as while the 

nited States bank was employed as the depository 
of the public money in the expenditure of a similar 
sum. This is the nearest approximation which 
can be made to the amount which has been transfer- 
red since June last, not strictly perhaps ‘for the 
purpose of executing the act,” provided that the 
clause in it by which they are authorised be not 30 
understood in connection with the resolution as that 
these transfers may be properly considered as made 
“for the purpose of executing the act.” 


The dates of the particular transfers which were 
made exclusively to aid disbursements, and the 
names of the banks from and to which they were 
made, cannot now be distinguished froin the others, 
except by some general circumstances, which oe 
be briefly indicated. They embrace a portion of all 
those transfers which have been made to places 
where the public money is disbursed to a large 
amount for any legitimate purpose, and especially 
in the deficient states. Besides, some of these 
transfers required in over one-half of the states of 
the union, the largest amounts rendered necessary 
to meet appropriations since the 22d of June last 
have been to New Hampshire, chiefly for the navy 
yard and pensions; to the District of Columbia, for 
various great public expenditures of almost every 
description: to Norfolk, Virginia, very large sums 
for the navy yard and fort near that place; to 
Charleston, South Carolina, and Savannah and Au- 
gusta, Georgia, as well as to New Orleans; for the 
prosecution ef Indian hostilities and disbursements 
anticipated on our south western frontier, and to 
Tennessee, as well as the other places last named, 
a sufficiency to meet heavy payments connected 
with the removal of the Cherokees, Creeks and Se- 
minoles beyond the Mississippi. 


The explanation of both branches of the last re- 
solution, and of the tabular statements referred to, 
in answer to the call of the senate, might here be 
closed, had not the treasurer prepared the schedule 
of transfers in a form only chronological, when it 
might be desirable to some members to have the 
results presented in their connection with the situa- 
tion of the different states as bearing on the amount 
of deposites of public money within each as well 
before these transfers began, in June last, as at the 
date of this inquiry, and both of these as compared 
with the proportion of deposites which the states 
will respectively be entitled to receive under the 
act. An exhibit has, therefore, been added, which 
gives in round numbers the proportion each state 
would be entitled to receive from a distribution of 
deposites amounting to $37,000,000; and in other 
columns the amount on deposite in each state sub- 
ject to draft about the time the act passed, and also 
at the present time. 


By this document, and those on the subject of the 
deposite banks, submitted to the senate with my 
last annual report, and connected with the present 
call, it will be seen that sufficient transfers have al- 
ready been issned, though all have not yet become 

ayable, to execute the Ist section of the act, probi- 
biting more money to remain in any bank than 
three-fourths the amount of the capital. It deserves 
notice, however, that the revenue has increased 
over our expenditures during the last six months 
constantly, and in such large amounts, as to keep 
up to the present moment, and imperatively requires 
almost weekly transfers and weekly selections of 
new banks, in order to comply with the above di- 
rection of the deposite law. But the utmost care 
has been exercised, while endeavoring to enforce 
the spirit of the law on this point, to take every 
precaution to prevent, as far as practicable, any 








unnecessary derangement or pressure in the money 
market, by affording reasonable time for all those 
transfers to be effected, varying the notice given by 
this department to all the parties concerned, gene- 
rally according to the amount and distance, from 
thirty to one hundred and twenty days, and in se- 
veral cases to a longer period, so as to enable the 
banks easily to remove the money by bills of ex- 
change, drafts, bank balances and other satisfactory 
remittances, and by allowing the payment to be 
made, as has always been usual, at the places to 
which the money is to be transferred, unless the 
bank making the transfers prefers to pay them at 
its own counter. 

But it will be seen, at the same time, that while 
all has thus been accomplished which was deemed 
necessary to execute the purpose of the Ist section 
of the deposite act, dividing the excesses amon 
different banks, and to aid the operations of the 
mint under the 13th section, and to facilitate our 
very large disbursements the last half year, and for 
a few months to come, at the necessary points, yet 
the other and last process of transfers for the ap- 
portionment of the deposites among the states in 
the prescribed proportions, so as to be gradually 
and seasonably ready for payment to each state the 
next month, and quarterly thereafter during the 
year, has made but little progress since June, b 
means of transfers to the several states then defi- 
cient, and has not been thus completed in a single 
case, unless the state of Ohio be considered an ex- 
ception. Her contiguity to other states which 
had not banking capital sufficient to hold the great 
accumulation in them, has required the department, 
under the act, in order to execute the Ist section 
alone, to place enough within her limits by trans- 
fers from only the neighboring states, to supply, 
with the aid of collections there, any deficiency be- 
fore existing, and all the current expenses of the 
government, with some excess for transmission 
elsewhere. 

Very unequal sums have been placed in some 
states from the same unequal cause; a cause not 
within the control of this department, but yielded 
to under the express directions of the deposite act. 
It deserves notice under this head, that of the other 
states which were deficient last June, being as ap- 
pears by the table C, seventeen in number, all 
except Indiana still remain deficient, in sums rang- 
ing from $150,000 to $1,600,000 each, and requir- 
ing in the whole, to produce an equality, nearly 
$11,000,000 more to be paid from other states, be- 
sides about two-thirds of the five millions to be re- 
served next month to defray current expenditures. 
Indiana has since been filled up and now has an 
excess of more than a millicn, derived from the 
large sales of land within her limits, and not from 
transfers. 

On the other hand, all of the states which last 
June had an excess, still retain one, except Mary- 
land, which has now only about her just proportion. 
In all of them, likewise, with a single exception, 
those excesses, instead of being much diminished 
by large transfers to a distance, or payments at 
home beyond the accruing revenue within their 
limits, have been all increased, and in several cases 
in such great amounts as to range from a third of a 
million to two millions higher than they did in 
June. That exception is New York; but which, 
at the same time, has been diminished only about 
$400,000, and still retains an excess beyond her 
proportion, and mostly in her commercial capital, 
of over six and one-fourth millions of dollars. 

If, looking to the whole amount in the treasury 
when the deposite act passed, and to the propor- 
tions then on deposite within the several states, 
and to the proportions of it they were then entitled 
to receive, on the principles of the two acts, provid- 
ed all excesses had then at once been reduced and 
all deficiencies supplied, it will be seen that they 
did not then vary over one and a half millions 
from what is still to be accomplished in the present 
state of things; and consequently, that, during the 
six months which have since elapsed, the operation 
of equalization among the states has not been 
begun or consummated; because not found easy 
and convenient, while carrying on the other impe- 
rative operations under the law, beyond the small 
extent of less than two millions of dollars. 

But, however difficult the apportionment among 
the states must be when it all goes into final effect, 
merely from the collection and paying over such 
immense sums into new hands, and however wide- 
ly and with what embarrassment some of the 
money must, in the end, depart from the usual 
channels of commerce and of our fiscal operations, 
the directions of the act in this respect, as stated 
in my annual report, could not, with propriety, be 
neglected by the department, and are in the course 
of completion at the proper periods within the en- 
suing year. 
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Thus, among the transfers already ordered, but 
not to take effect till 1887, it will be seen, by the 
table annexed, (B,) that a portion of them will in 
a few months somewhat reduce these excesses, and 
a portion of the existing deficiencies will, by the 
saime transfers, be further filled up or supplied.— 
But considerable parts of the excesses in several 
states, after leaving a due proportion of the five 
millions continuing in the treasury to meet the cur- 
rent expenditures there, are now so situated that 
they will not be actually put under transfer till the 
beginning of each quarter in 1837, and will then in 
general be made directly to the agent of the state 
to which they now are, or can, by law, hold then 
till wanted for the several state treasuries. Care, 
however, will be taken to give a suitable general 
notice of the time and place of all these subsequent 
transfers, as has been done concerning the preced- 
ing ones. Indeed, as long as the Ist of last 
November, the department addressed a circular to 
almost every deposite bank, notifying it of the pro- 
bable amounts, times and places, of all future trans- 
fers or payments which were expected to be made 
from it to the several states in the course of the 
ensuing year. 

These banks will thus enjoy a longer time than 
usual to make preparations for completing most of 
these last transfers to the states themselves, by 
having 60 days notice in all cases, and in others an 
additional time of three, six and nine months. 


The necessity for further explanations upon this 
subject is sot perceived, except to remark that, in 
all cases where the amount transferred was not re- 
quired for expenditure, the transfers which were 
inade exclusively for division of the money among 
the banks have been arranged to the nearest practi- 
cable and convenient points where public money 
was either collected or disbursed, and banks could 
be selected agreeably to the provisions of the law 
under which they were ordered. The practice, 
which had heretofore prevailed, of transferring 
chiefly from one great section of the country to 
another, according to the course of the commercial 
operations between them, was prohibited by the 
12th section of that law, except for the purpose of 
facilitating expenditures, or except, as unde the 
supplemental act, it has in few cases, and ma 
hereafter in many, become necessary and permissi- 
ble-in transfers made either principally or wholly 
with a view to begin to execute in some cases, and 
in others to complete, the execution of that part of 
the law apportioning the deposites in ratable pro- 

ortions among the different states. When atempt- 
ing either of those objects, independent of the 
others, the former practice has been strictly adher- 
ed to, and the whole operations under the act has 
been rendered as easy as possible to the banks 
making the transfers, and as little inconvenient or 
injurious to the money market and the commercial 
community as was practicable without departing 
from the express enactments of congress. 

Respectfully yours, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 
The accompanying exhibits are too voluminous 
for publication—but for a table showing the ge- 


neral result, see page 306.] 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND vasa pe iapebert ‘ 
January 6. A message of an executive charac- 
ter was a from the president of the United 
States, through Andrew Jackson, jr. his private se- 


cretary. 

Mr. White presented a petition relating to alleg- 
ed violations of the tariff, which was referred. ' 

Mr. Buchanan presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, praying appropria- 
tions for a court house for the United States district 
court, and also for a penitentiary. Mr. B. remark- 
ed that he believed the Pennsylvania penitentiary 
system had been carried to perfection; and as it 
would be necessary for the United States to have 
something of the kind, it appeared to him no more 
than suitable that they should commence in Phila- 
delphia. He moved to refer the petition to the ju- 
diciary committee, and hoped they would give it 
due attention. , 

Mr. Calhoun had no objection to the reference, 
but hoped the judiciary committee would pause 
long before commencing a penitentiary system for 
the United States. ' 

Mr. Grundy said he should not object to the re- 
ference to the committee; but he imagined the 
committee had no reason to pause long on the sub- 
ject. They would be ready in a short time to re- 
port on the whole subject. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was sorry to find that the 
chairman of the judiciary committee had already 
made up his maak on this subject. It appeared to 


him that it would be necessary for the United States ; 


to erect penitentiaries, and that it could not be 
avoided. As long as the United States had to in- 
flict penalties for violations of the laws of the coun- 
we some system of punishment must be provided. 

e thought a system of this kind could in no way 
be dangerous, and could not infringe on the rights 
of the states. He did not expect the least opposi- 
tion to the proposal, or, perhaps, he would not have 
made it. 

The petition was then referred. 

Mr. Clay presented the petition of John McLane, 
of Virginia, praying the passage of a general law 
in relation to unsurveyed islands, under twenty 
acres, belonging to the United States. Referred. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, it was 

Resolved, That the chair appoint a member of 
the committee on private land claims, in the place 
of Mr. Porter, resigned. 

Mr. Nicholas from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported several bills, which were ordered to a se- 
cond reading, and will be noticed in their progress. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Cal- 
houn, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to the senate, as early as practi- 
cable, the undrawn appropriations on the Ist day 
of January instant, with the date of the acts mak- 
ing such appropriations. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, (Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, 
having been called home by sickness in his family), 
the senate proceeded to the further consideration of 
the joint resolution repealing the treasury order of 
July last, &c. The question being on the substi- 
tute offered by Mr. Rives, for refusing by the Unit- 
ed States the paper of such banks as should issue 
bills under certain specified denominations. 

Mr. Southard addressed the senate on the subject 
at large, in continuation and conclusion of his for- 
mer remarks on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, when Mr. Southard 
had concluded his remarks, this subject and all the 
other previous orders were postponed, and the se- 
nate proceeded to consider, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill from the house of representatives 
supplementary to the act for establishing a mint 
and regulating the coins of the United States. 

The amendment proposed by the committee on 
finance, extending the limit of wastage allowed to 
the chief coiner from one- thousandth part to one and 
a half one-thousandth part, was adopted, and the 
bill so amended was reported to the senate. 

Mr. Wright entered into various explanatory de- 
tails, showing some small changes contemplated by 
the bill. After which the biil was ordered to lie 
upon the table; but subsequently was taken up and 
ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the bill granting five years’ 
full pay to captain Samuel Warren, of the revolu- 
tion, was considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate spent a 
short time in executive business. 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, the report of the na- 
vy commissioners on an examination of Narragan- 
set bay, with a view to the establishment of a naval 
depot, was ordered to be printed. 

Ihe following resolution was offered by Mr. Tip- 
ton, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a surveyor general’s office in the state of 
Indiana. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 

January 9. The chair presented the credentials 
of hon. Samuel Prentiss, re-elected senator for six 
additional years, from the state of Vermont. 

Also, the credentials of hon. William C. Preston, 
re-elected senator from the state of South Carolina. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
state department, with a report of the naines of 
the clerks employed in that departinent, and of the 
amount of their compensation during the past year. 

Also, a communication from the war department, 
with the report of the second auditor, showing the 
amount of expenditures, &c. in the military estab- 
lishment of the United States. 

A number of petitions were presented and ap- 
propriately referred. 

Mr, Walker from the committee on the public 
lands, reported with an amendment, which was 
read, the bill extending the time of issuing scrip 
for United States military land warrants. 

Also, with an amendment, the bill authorising 
the relinquishment of the 16th sections of lands, 
for the use of schools, and the entry of other lands 
in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Ruggles, from the special committee appoint- 
ed on the late conflagration of the patent office, to 
consider on the best method of repairing the loss, 





reported a bill for that purpose; which was read; 





eee 
ordered to a second reading, and 2,000 extra copie 
ai the report and documents ordered to be print. 
ed. 
A number of resolutions of inquiry, which, }, 
rule, lie over, were presented, and will be noticed 
at 1 

e bill supplementary to the act for establish; 

the mint aan seniielien the coin of the Unig 
States, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the previous orders Were 
postponed, and the senate proceeded to the further 
consideration of the joint resolution rescinding th. 
treasury order of July, 1836. ' 

The question being on Mr. Rives’ substitute, M, 
Strange addressed the senate on the subject general. 
ly. Mr. Webster foilowed Mr. Strange in a fey 
remarks, explanatory of his opinions relating to 
this subject, expressed in 1816, which had been 
several times referred to, and he maintained their 
entire consistency with his opinions on the subject 
at the present time. Mr. Rives having obtained 
the floor for to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate spent some 
time in executive business, and then adjourned, 

January 10. A message was received from the 
president of the United States in regard to a com. 
munication by canal or rail road between the At. 
lantic and Pacific oceans, in the vicinity of the 
Isthmus of Panama, intimating the inexpe iency of 
“ action at present by the United States 

he chair presented a communication from the 
treasury department, with a statement of the names, 
condition and dates of contract, of two deposite 
banks recently selected. 

A number of petitions were presented and re. 
ferred, and several reports received from commit- 
tees, when Messrs. Fulton and Bayard ottered re. 
solutions of inquiry, which will be noticed in their 
progress. 

The house bill for the relief of Orange H. Dibble, 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The house bill for the relief of Robert P. Letcher 
and Thomas P. Moore, was read twiceand referred, 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill providing 
compensation for the loss of horses and other pro- 
perty in the military service of the United States, 
was taken up, amended as proposed by the com- 
mittee, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of revolutionary and 
others pensioners, fer 1837, was taken up, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate proceeded to the further consideration 
of the joint resolution to rescind the treasury order 
of July, 1836, &c. together with the substitute of- 
fered therefor by Mr. Rives. 

Mr. Rives spoke at large on the subject of the re- 
solution and the amendment. After whom, 

Mr. Clay rose and said that he desired to submit 
to the senate a few considerations on the subject 
under debate; but as the hour was somewhat late, 
the senate might prefer that he deferred what he 
had to say till to-morrow, and proceed for the re- 
mainder of to-day to some other business; where- 
upon, 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the senate adjourned. 

January 11. Mr. Kent presented the credentials 
of John S. Spence, elected by the legislature of 
Mary'and a senator from that state to fill the place 
vacated by the death of the honorable R. H. Golds- 
borough till the 4th of March next. 

After the reception and disposition of sundry 
reports and petitions, the chair presented a com- 
munication from the treasury department, with the 
returns made to that department by the incorporat- 
ed banks of the District of Columbia for 1836. 

The following resolutions were offered and by 
rule lie over one day. 

By Mr. Walker—Resolved, That the state of 
Texas, having established and maintained an inde- 
pendent government, capable of performing those 
duties, foreign and domestic, which appertain to 
independent governments, and it appearing that 
there is no longer any reasonable prospect of the 


| suecessful prosecution of the war by Mexico against 


said stafe, it is expedient and proper, and in con- 
formity with the laws of nations, and the practice 
of this government in like cases, that the inde- 
endent political existence of said state be acknow- 
edged by the government of the United States. 
(Mr. W. accompanied his resolution with a few 
rsmarks, urging the consistency of the resolution 
with the president's message on this subject, and 
stating that he had this morning received informs- 
tion that the attempted invasion of Texas by Mexico 
had utterly failed; the invading army had been 
broken up, and the small remnant were destitute o 
arms, ammunition, and subsistence.) 
By Mr. Davis—Resolved, That the committee 0” 
commerce be instructed to inquire into the expe 
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giency of making some provision for the nautical 
education of American seamen. 

By Mr. Tomlinson— Resolved, That the commit- 
tee on pensions be instructed to inquire into the 
xpediency of continuing the office of commissioner 
of ensions for a limited period. 

Phe pill for the relief of Orange H. Dibble was 
read second time, and referred. — 

The bill providing compensation for horses and 
other property lost in the military service of the 
United States, was read a third time and passed. 

Also, the bill making eo en for the pay: 
ment of revolutionary an other pensioners for the 


837. 
Y the senate proceeded to the special order, the 


farther consideration of the fn resolution rescind- 


treasury order of July, 1836, &c. together 
ioe passdinent or substitute thereto oifered 


7 by Mr. Rives. 


Mr. Clay addressed the senate on the subject 
enerally. Mr. Ruggles made a few remarks in re- 
oy to Mr. Clay, to which Mr. Clay briefly re- 

d. 
i moved to refer the whole subject to 
the committee on public lands, and, in connexion 


with some desultory remarks, urged the great and 


rowing importance of the subject, as demanding 
such a reference. — ; 

Mr. Calhoun briefly characterized the treasury 
order as unconstitutional, without law, without 
recedent, without any authority whatever. Its 
temporary character, under which refuge had re- 
cently been taken, was no where to be seen; on 
the contrary, it still continued in force, when the 
executive himself ought to have repealed it, if it 
had been temporary. If it should be now referred, 
he could see no reason for referring it to the com- 
mittee on public lands. It partook wholly of a 
financial character, and its proper reference was, 
therefore, to the committee on finance. Mr. C. 
said he depended on the action of that committee 
whether there should be a recurrence of that state 
of things in the ensuing year as well as the past, 
which had been used as a pretext for the treasury 
order. That state of things, he urged, depended 
entirely on an accumulation of the surplus in the 
deposite banks, where it would not remain for no- 
thing, but would be employed, as it had been, in 
speculating on the public lands. To the commit- 
tee on finance he also looked for a reduction of 
duties, if that should be adopted as a preventive. 
The whole subject properly belonged to that com- 


- mittee, to which Mr. C. would move to refer it, if 


the motion of Mr. Niles should fail. 
Mr. Black opposed the reference. Much time 
had already been consumed in debating all the 


_ questions immediately involved, and all having any 


_ elation to it. 
| prepared to vote. 


It was time for action. He was 
He had no hesitation in saying 
that he considered the treasury order illegal an 


' highly impolitic. It was a question in which his 
' constituents were deepl 


interested, laboring, as 
they were, under the embarrassments arising from 
this executive law or order. It had been intimated 
by the senator from Connecticut (Mr. Niles) that 
his measure was to be delayed by the committee 
to see the result of other measures. Deeming, 
therefore, prompt action necessary to relieve the 
people of the state he in part represented, and con- 


sidering this motion for reference one of delay, he 
_ asked the privilege of recording his vote against it, 
' and asked the yeas and nays. He was for action. 


Mr. Clay said he concurred entirely with the se- 


_ hator from Mississippi. All the propositions be- 
_ fore the senate were simple, and easily understood. 
_ He hoped the subject would not be referred at all. 


Mr. Tipton also opposed any reference. Half 


| the session was now nearly gone, and the subject 


had been well debated. He deemed it very im- 


| Portant to his constituents and the community that 
al doubt on this subject should be removed as soon 
_ 83 possible. 


Mr. Webster briefly urged that, if a reference 


; should be made at ail, it ought to be made to the 


committee on finance. 
_ The question was then taken on Mr. Niles’s mo- 
tlon, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Brchanan, Da- 
na, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Niles, 
Page, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Wall, White, Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Moore, 
Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Sevier, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster—19. 

So the whole subject of the treasury order, of 
uly, 1836, was referred to the committee on pub- 
ic lands, 

_ After a short executive session, the senate ad- 


| JOurned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 6. The speaker laid before the 
house a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, transmitting a statement in obedience to 
the act fixing the compensation of the public minis- 
ters and of consuls residing on the coast of Barba- 
ry, and for cther purposes, approved May, 1810; 
which communication was referred to the commit- 
tee on foreign afiairs. 

The speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nication from the secretary of state, transmitting a 
report respecting the clerks employed in that de: 
partment during the past year, and the amount of 
compensation paid to each; which communication 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Boon, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill to arrest monopolies of the public 
lands, and to prohibit the sales thereof except to 
— settlers; which was twice read, and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to admit Michigan into the union; 
which bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Giileit, from the committee on commerce, of- 
fered a resolution for the reprinting of sundry docu- 
ments in relation to the reorganization of the trea- 
sury department, and the number, compensation of 
custom-house officers, &c. &c. and for the printing 
of certain manuscript documents thereto appended. 

This resolution gave rise to a desultory debate, 
the result of which was, that the manuscript docu- 
ments alone were ordered to be printed. The house 
then proceeded to the consideration of private bills, 
and after the resolution for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Orange H. Dibble had been read and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, the bill for 
the relief of Rubert Letcher and Thomas P. Moore, 
came up on its final passage. 

Mr. Lane called for the yeas and nays on that 
question. Mr. Underwood moved the recommitment 
of the bill to the commitment of the whole house 
on the state of the union. After a few words from 
Messrs. Huntsman and Lane, Mr. Williams, of 
North Carolina, called for the yeas and nays on the 

uestion of recommitment. After a few remarks 
rom Mr. Mann, of New York, Mr. Anthony called 
for the previous question. Mr. Rencher moved to 
lay the bill on the table, and called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, were 
—Yeas 35, nays 157. So the motion to lay the bill 
on the table was lost. 


The question then recurring on seconding the 
previous question, the house seconded the same— 
Ayes 83, noes 46. Mr. Williams, of North Caroli- 
na, called for the yeas and nays on the question of 
taking the main question; but the house refused to 
order them. And the main question was ordered to 
be now put. Mr. Williams, of N. C. called for 
the yeas and nays on the main question; which were 
ordered. And the main question, “Shall the bill 
pass?”’ was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—Yeas 125, nays 64. So the bill was passed. 

Several other private bills were considered, but 
without passing finally upon them, the house ad- 
journed. 


Saturday, Jan. 7. The hon. Mr. Gholson, mem- 
ber from the state of Mississippi, appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. 


A number of reports from the committee on in- 
valid and the committee on revolutionary pensions, 
were severally read and laid on the table. Mr. Stor- 
er from the last named committee made an unfavora- 
ble report on the petition of John Whitman, of East- 
bridge, in the state of Massachusetts, for a pension, 
for services performed in the revolutionary war. 


Mr. S. moved that the report be referred back to 
the said committee, with instructions to report a bill 
granting the prayer of the said petition. 

Mr. 8. said he had but a few words to say in sup- 
port of his motion. The petitioner was a man of 
the age of one hundred and two years, and he asked 
a pension as a revolutionary soldier. The commit- 
tee had refused the pension because there was not 
positive evidence that the petitioner had served six 
mouths, as required by the law of 1802. He had 
proved five months’ service, and his own affidavit 
deposed to a service of six weeks longer, making 
more than the period of six months. He had re- 
ceived a commission as a lieutenant from the conti- 
nental congress, dated March 20, 1776; and he was 
known to be a man of unquestionable veracity.— 
Under these circumstances, the majority of the com- 
mittee thought he had established his claim to a 
pension. The only question was, whether the one 
month's service had been sufficiently proved. The 
probability was that no similar case would again be 
brought before the consideration of congress. 

The motion of Mr. Storer was opposed by Messrs. 
Harper, Wardwell, Rencher and Pearce, of Rhode 





opposed to the provisions of the bill on the subject; 
and advocated by Messrs. Granger and Storer as a 
case in which those provisions might properly be 
overlooked. Finally Mr. Rencher moved to lay the 
report and accompanying documents on the table; 
which motion was rejected. Mr. Storer then with- 
drew his motion to re-commit, with instructions; 
and Mr. Reed moved to commit the report and do- 
cuments to the committee of the whole house. The 
motion prevailed; and the report and documents 
were committed accordingly. 

Mr. Bell gave notice that he would, on Tuesday 
next, ask leave to introduce a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. C. Allan: 

Be it resolved, That a select committee of one 
meinber from each state be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to inquire into the justice and expediency 
of making to each of the thirteen original American 
states, yo eid with each of the states of Vermont, 
Maine, Kentucky and Tennessee, such grants of the 
public lands, for the purposes of education, as will 
correspond in a just proportion with those heretofore 
made in favor of the first-named states and territories, 
and that said committee have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. But, to avoid the objection of one state 
holding land in another, the committee is directed 
to insert a clause in the bill which they may report, 
providing that the grants to be made thereby, shall 

e subject to sale under the laws of the general go- 
vernment now in force, and that the proceeds aris- 
ing therefrom shall be paid over to the states entitled 
to the same. 

To which resolution Mr. Vinton heretofore offer- 
ed the following amendment: 

Resolved, That the said inquiry extend to all the 
states, and that the said committee be further in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of inserting 
a clause in said bill to pay said new states the value 
of the improvements made by them on the public 
lands, or to pay to them the amount the public lands 
would have been assessed for taxes, if they had been 
private property. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, heretofore moved to 
amend the resolution, “by extending its provisions 
to all the states of the union.” 

To which amendment Mr. Claiborne, of Missis- 
sippi, heretofore offered the following amendment: 

«And provided that no such grants shall interfere 
with, or be located upon the claim or improvement 
of any actual settler on the public lands.” 

Mr. Lane, who was entitled to the floor, having 
risen to address the house, Mr. C. lian requested 
the gentleman from Indiana to yield the floor for a 
moment, to enable him to offer a modification of the 
first part of the preamble thereto, by substituting 
the word “grants,” for “donations.” ; 

Mr. Lane having declined yielding the floor, the 
- pecans said the modification could not now be 
made. 

Mr. L. then proceeded to address the house at 
length in Sapa to the resolution. He denied 
the truth of the assumption that the lands were ced- 
ed as a donation; and contended that they were 
grants made upon contract, and for which, not a no- 
minal, but a full, fair and bona fide consideration 
had been paid by the states, by the surrender of the 
right of taxing the public domain, and by the con- 
struction of works of improvement, which had en- 
hanced, toa vast extent, the valne of the public do- 
main in the several states in which it was situated. 

Mr. L. had not concluded his remarks when, the 
hour having elapsed, Mr. E. Whittlesey called for 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Fell, by consent, offered an amendment to 
the above resolution, in order that the same might be 

rinted. 

‘ And, on motion of Mr. Y. the resolution, with all 
the pending amendments, were ordered to be print- 
ed together. 

The house refused to suspend the rule to permit 
Mr. Thompson to offer a resolution directing the com- 
mittee on the militia to inquire into the expediency 
of publishing gen. Macomb’s and major Cooper’s 
works on tactics; and a resolution directing the com- 
mittee on military affairs to cause an examination to 
be made by a board of officers of certain improve- 
ments in fire arms by Cochran, Hall, &e. &e. 

Mr. Thomas agked the house at this time to take 
up, on its first and second reading, the bill from the 
senate, now onthe speaker’s table, entitled ““Anact 
to admit the state of Michigan into the union, on an 
equal footing with the original states.”” Objections 
having been made, Mr. Vanderpoe! moved to sus- 
pend the rule for the purpose of taking up, on their 
first and second reading, the bills from the senate 
now on the speaker’s table; which motion prevailed 
Be oe 119, noes 2. So the rule was suspended. 

The above mentioned bill having been read twice, 





Island, on the ground that the petitioner’s claim was; 


Mr. Thomas said he was instructed by the commit- 
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tee onthe judiciary to move to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until Tuesday next, and 
that it be made the special order of the day, after 
one o’clock, for that day and each succeeding day, 
at the same hour, (Friday and Saturday oie na 
until finally disposed of. Mr. T. was proceeding to 
state that there was a difference of opinion among 
the members of the Pr cart d commnittee as to the 
mode of action which the house would adopt. 

The speaker said the motion could not be debated. 

Mr. Robertson moved to commit the bill to the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union. 

Mr. Hardin was understood to suggest that com: 
mitment was indispensable, inasmuch as the clause 
in the bill in relation to the surplus revenue was 
tantamount to an appropriation. And the question 
on the motion of Mr. was thereupon taken, 
and decided in the negative—Yeas 99, nays 71. So 
the motion to postpone and make the bill the spe- 
cial order was rejected. The question recurring on 
the motion of Mr. Robertson. 

Mr. Thomas moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill until Tuesday next. Mr. 
Robertson, in support of his motion to commit, said 
that, in substance, if not in terms, the bill contained 
an appropriation which, in itself, was a sufficient 
ground to desire its commitment. If ever a bill had 
come before the house which ought to go to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
that bill was the present. 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Thomas 
(the same having priority over a motion to commit) 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—Yeas 95, 
nays not counted. So the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Jenifer made an ineffectual motion to suspend 
the rule, to enable him to offer a resolution calling 
on the department for certain information in rela- 
tion to the exports of tobacco. 


Some other business was transacted, an account 
of which will be given hereafter; after which, the 
house adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 9. On motion of Mr. Adams, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested, if, in his judgment, not incompatible 
with the public interest, to communicate to this 
house copies of the correspondence with the de- 
partment of state and with the Peruvian govern- 
ment, of the late Wm. Tudor, jr., consul of the 
United States, and their political agentin Peru, from 
the 27th of March, 1824, to the 15th of May, 1827. 
Also, the correspondence of the said William Tudor 
with the department of state, and with the govern- 
ment of Brazil, while he was charge d’affaires of 
the United States at Rio de Janeiro, until his de- 
cease. 


Petitions and memorials were called for in the or- 
der of states and territories, and were presented by 
Messrs. Evans and Jarvis, of Maine; and Messrs. 
Jackson, Borden and Adams, of Massachusetts. 


Mr. Adams rose, and said he was desirous to make 
the general inquiry, whether any member of the 
house was charged with a petition from the authors 
of Great Britain to the congress of the United States. 
If any gentleman was charged with such a petition, 
he (Mr. A.) had nothing further to state; he did not 
know but that the chairman of the committee of 
ways and means (Mr. Cambreleng) had such a pe- 
tition in his hands. 

Mr. A. explained that his reason for making the 
inquiry, was that he had received a letter from a re- 
spectable person in England, Miss Harriet Marti- 
neau, enclosing a printed address or petition from 
certain authors of Great Britain to the congress of 
the United States, and although the request was 
very distinct that he would favor the object of the 
petition, yet no positive request was made that he 
would present it. As the petition was merely a 

rinted paper without any signature, he did not feel 
Pimself at liberty to present it, if, as he presumed, 
there was in the possession of any other member of 
the house, who would present it, a petition regularly 
signed. 

Mr. Camhreleng said he had no such paper in his 
possession. 

And as it did not appear that any other member 
was charged with the presentation of the same, Mr, 
A. said he would wait another week or two; and if a 
formal petition should not be presented by that time, 
he would present the one which had been forwarded 
to him. 

Mr. Adams offered to present the petition of one 
hundred and fifty women, whom he stated to be the 
wives and daughters of his immediate constituents, 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia; and moved that the petition be read. 

Mr. Glascock objected to its reception. 

Mr. Adams said that, in reference to the reception 
of the petition, he did not know that he had any ob- 








servations to make, except that he considered that 
the obligation rested on the house to receive this pe- 
peasy and he felt himself bound by his duty to pre- 
sent it. 

_ Mr. Boon rose toa question of order. He would 
— whether, under the rule, a petition could be 
debated on the day of its presentation? 

The speaker said that, under a decision made at 
the last session of congress, and which had been 
sanctioned by a large majority of the house, the 
question of “reception” was not included in the 45th 
rule, and that therefore it was debateable at the time 
the petition was presented. 

Mr. Adams said he had not expected that any ob- 
jection would have been made to the reception of 
this petition; inasmuch as one portion of a similar 
character, presented by himself, had already been 
received. At the last session of congress, after 
much consideration and debate, it had been decid- 
ed as formally as any thing could be, that petitions 
of this description should be received; and the house 
had made a special orderas to the manner in which 
they should be treated after they had been received. 
He considered that that precedent was good, at least 
so far as that the petition should be received. The 
decisions of the house at the last session of con- 
gress went quite far enough towards suppressing the 
right of petition in the citizens; and quite far enough 
towards the suppression of the freedom of speech in 
this house. It was proposed now to go one step 
further; the motion of the gentleman from Georgia 
went to settle the question, that a petition so inte- 
resting and important as the one under discussion 
could not be presented and should not be received— 
a proposition directly in the face of the constitution 
itself. Now, he hoped that the people of this coun- 
try would be spared the mortification and the injus- 
tice and the wrong which would be inflicted upon 
them by their immediate representatives, by a deci- 
sion that such petitions should not be received.— 
No such exes had been given. It was, indeed, 
true that all discussion, all freedom of speech, all 
freedom of the press, on this subject, had, within 
the last twelve months, been violently assailed; and 
assailed, too, in every form in which the liberties of 
the peeve could be assailed. This was the truth. 
He had lamented the decisions and determination 
of the house at the last session of congress, even so 
far as they went. He considered them as outrages 
on the constitution of the country and on the free- 
dom of the people. The present proposition pro- 
posed to go one step further. He hoped that step 
would not be taken, and that it would not receive 
the sanction of that house. It was always in the 
power of the house to reject petitions, after they 
had been considered; and the house, by a large and 
overwhelming majority, had given evidence enough 
to the country that they had no disposition to favor 
petitions of this character; that they were ready, too 
ready, to state their views, against such petitions, 
and to reject the prayerof them. Amongst the out- 
rages that would be endured by that portion of the 
people of this country whose aspirations were rais- 
ed to the greatest improvement that could possibly 
be effected inthe condition of the human race—the 
total abolition of slavery on earth—that of calumny 
was one of the most glaring. Their petitions were 
not only to be treated with contempt as at the last 
session of congress, but the petitioners themselves 
were to be loaded with foul and infamous imputa- 
tions, poured upon a class of citizens as pure and as 
virtuous as the inhabitants of any section of the 
union. Such, he had nodoubt, were the petitioners 
whose names were appended to the present petition. 
They were females. To men animated by that sen- 
timent which does honor to human nature, this fact 
alone, in his opinion, was a recommendation for the 
reception of the petition. 

He had said that the petition was signed by one 
hundred and fifty females; the wives and daughters 
of his immediate constituents. They were, many 
of them, sisters and mothers of his constituents.— 
Every member of the house, said Mr. A. has, or 
had, a mother; and he appealed to the feelings of 
every member to say whether, in the whole class of 
human affections, there was one sentiment more 
honorable, or more divested of earthly rang than 
that which every man must entertain for his mo- 
ther. Let him put a case, and suppose thatthe own 
mother af any member of the honse was one of the 
petitioners. He (Mr. A.) would ask that member 
whether he would reject and turn the petition out 
of doors, and say that he would not even hear it 
read? The petition was perfectly respectful in its 
terms and language; it consisted of nothing more 


‘than four or five lines, which could be read in half a 


minute. What! said Mr. A. do I speak to men? 
and do they say that they will not even listen to:a 
petition coming from such a source? What had he, 
or this house, to fear from female petitioners? Were 
insurrection, and bloodshed, and slaughter to be ap- 
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prehended from the petition of women? There y,, 
no such disposition; there was nothing of an inflam. 
matory character or tendency contained in the pet}. 
tion itself. He hoped that the gentleman who ha, 
objected to its reception would withdraw his objec. 
tion. He hoped so, for the sake of that gentleman’, 
character as a man; for the sake of his character a, 
a son; and he hoped that no senseless or coward]y 
influence would deter that gentleman from dojy, 
justice to these females, so far as to allow the pet;. 
tion to be received without objection. 

Mr. Glascock said it was well known what posi. 
tion he had taken on this question during the lags 
session of congress; and if, on the present occasjop 
he were to accede to the proposition of the genjle. 
man from Massachusetts, which, however, he haq 
no disposition to do, it would be inconsistent with, 
and an entire abandonment of, the principle whic}), 
at that time, he and those acting with him had a3. 
sumed. In reference to the female petitioners, to 
whom the gentleman had so eloquently alluded, he 
would say that no man would show or pay higher 
regard to a petition coming from such a quarter, oy 
a proper subject, than he (Mr. G.) would show. 
But, from the course pursued, and the scenes pre. 
sented at the last session, and from indications at 

resent, it was time that all those members of the 
seroma who believed they had the constitutiona| 
right to reject these petitions, should now exercise 
that privilege which they conceived to be secured 
to them by the constitution, and to have their votes 
recorded against petitions of this character. 

If this were a new subject, upon which the sense 
of this house had never been taken, and a petition, 
emanating from such a source, had been presented, 
he would have responded to it as promptly as any 
member on the floor. But did not the gentleman 
from Massachusetts know that, even if the petition 
had been received, it would, by the almost unani- 
mous vote of the house, without being read, and 
without action of any kind being had upon it, be 
laid upon the table, where, as the gentleman hin- 
self had once said, it would sleep “in the tomb of all 
the Capulets.”” It was indeed true that the petition 
had emanated from wives, and mothers, and daugh- 
ters; but he must say that he doubted very much 
whether all petitions of this nature were not pre- 
sented for effect of some kind or other, and that 
these females were inenoeey influenced by men 
in the community in which they resided. The gen- 
tleman had said that those who had mothers and 
daughters ought to pay some regard to this petition, 
otherwise it would be to treat them, as it were, 
with disrespect. If he (Mr.G.) were situated cs 
was the gentleman from Massachusetts, had seen 
the many votes which had been taken on this sub- 
ject, and been a witness to the excitement which had 
been produced by means of similar applications, 
his { Mr. G’s) language to a mother and a daughier 
would have been very different from the language 
of that gentleman. He (Mr. G.) wouid have told 
them that their petition might be just and right, ac- 
cording to the views of those by whom they were 
immediately surrounded, yet that they ought not to 
raise their voices at this time; that their petitions 
were creating an excitement which ought to be put 
down, and he would advise them to pause in their 
course. Did the gentleman from Massachusetts, in 
appealing to the feelings of the house, suppose that 
the people of the south were not as much entitled 
to sympathy as those who were less delicately 
placed? In the mind of any reflecting man, could 
any good result from the reception of these peti- 
tions? They were not to be acted upon, and no 
good could result from their presentation, though 
evil might. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had thought 
proper to advise him, (Mr. G.) for the sake of his 
character as a man, to withdraw his objection.— 
Were he to do so, he would prove recreant not on- 
ly to his own feelings, but to the feelings of thou- 
sands who sent him here, and whose interests he 
represented. His only object was, that those who 
agreed with him that the petition should not be re- 
ceived, might have an opportunity of recording 
their votes, and of showing what their course was 
to be. He wished to have a vote on the direct 
question, “Shall the petition be received?” so that 
those who believed they had the constitutional right 
to reject it might, by their vote, record that opinion 
on the journals of the house. 

Mr. Parks said that, believing this discussion 
could be productive of no good, but might be pro- 
duetive of evil, he would move that the prelimina- 
ry motion on the reception of the petition be laid 
on the table. 

In reply to an inquiry from Mr. Glascock, the 
speaker said that the effect of this motion, if car 
ried, would be simply so arrest the action of the 
house on the petition, and not to lay the petition 
itself on the table. 
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“Mr. Reed called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and being taken were, 
‘eas 130, nays 69. d : 

So the preliminary motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams’ said that, if he had understood the de- 
cision of the speaker in this case, it was not the 
etition itself which was laid on the table, but the 
motion to receive. Now, in order to save the time 
of the house, he wished to give notice that he 
should call up that motion for decision every day so 
Jong as he should be permitted to do so by the 
house; because he should not consider his duty ac- 
complished so long as the petition was not receiv- 
ed, and so long as the house had: not decided that it 
would not receive it. This was an operation to 
which he could not consent. _ 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order, and in- 

uired if there was now any question pending be- 
fore the house. — 

The speaker said he had understood the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts as merely giving notice of 
a motion hereafter to be made. In doing so, it cer- 
tainly was not in order to enter into debate. 

Mr. Adams said that, so long as freedom of speech 
was allowed to him as a member of that house, he 
would call up that question until it should be decid- 


; Mr. Adams was called to order. 

Mr. A. said he would then have the honor of pre- 
senting to the house the petition of 228 women, the 
wives and daughters of his immediate constituents; 
and, as a part of the speech which he intended to 
make, he would take the liberty of reading the pe- 
tition. It was not long, and would not consume 
much time. 

Mr. Glascock objected to the reception of the pe- 
tition. 

Mr. A. proceeded to read that the petitioners, 
inhabitants of South Weymouth, in the state of 
Massachusetts, impressed with ‘the sinfulness of 
slavery, and keenly aggrieved by its existence in a 

art of our country over which congress””—— 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order. Had 
the gentleman from Massachusetts a right, under 


the rule, to read the petition? 


The speaker said the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had a right to make a statement of the con- 
tents of the petition. 

Mr. Pinckney desired the decision of the speaker 
as to whether a gentlemen had a right to read a pe- 
tition. 

Mr. Adams said he was reading the petition as a 
part of his speech, and he took this to be one of the 
privileges of a member of the house. It was a pri- 
vilege which he would exercise till he should be 
deprived of it by some positive act. 

The speaker repeated that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts-had a right to make a brief state- 
ment of the contents of the petition. It was not 
for the speaker to decide whether that brief state- 
ment should be made in the gentleman’s own lan- 
guage, or whether he should look over the petition, 
and take his statement from that. 

Mr. Adams. At the time my friend from South 
Carolina——- 

The speaker said the gentleman must proceed to 
state the contents of the petition. 

Mr. 4dams. I am doing so, sir. 

The speaker. Not in the opinion of the chair. 

Mr. Adams. I was at this point of the petition— 
“Keenly aggrieved by its existence in a part of our 
country over which congress possesses exclusive 
jurisdiction in all cases whatever’’—— 

Loud cries of ‘‘order, order.” 

Mr. A. proceeded: “Do most earnestly petition 
your honorable body””—— 

a Chambers, of Kentucky, rose to a point of 
order, 

Mr. A. proceeded: “Immediately to abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia”—~— 

Mr. Chambers reiterated his call to order, and the 
speaker told Mr. Adams to take his seat. 

_Mr. A. proceeded, (with great rapidity of enun- 
ciation and in a very loud tone of voice)—‘‘And to 
oe every human being free who sets foot upon 
Its soil.” 

Mr. Chambers insisted on his point of order, and 
the speaker azain, with great earnestness of manner, 
= the gentleman from Massachusetts to take his 
seat, 

Whereupon Mr. A. yielded the floor. 

(The confusion in the hall at this time was so 
freat that scarcely a word could be heard by the 

reporters. ] 

Mr. Chambers then stated his point of order.— 

he rule of the house provided that every member, 
on presenting a petition, should state briefly the 
substance of it. Could that rule be evaded by any 
fentleman who chose to avow that he would read 
the petition as a part of his speech? He would be 





the last man in the world to disturb any gentleman 
in his remarks, but he thought this course entirely 
out of order. 

_ The speaker read the rule of the house applicabie 
to the question. It is as follows: 

‘*Rule 45—Petitions, memorials, and other apers 
addressed to the house, shall be presented by the 
speaker, or by a member in his place; a brief state- 
ment of the contents thereof shall verbally be made 
by the introducer, and shall not be debated or de- 
cided on the day of their being first read, unless 
where the house shall direct otherwise, but shall lie 
on the table, to be taken up in the order in which 
they were read.” 

he speaker said he would give his decision if it 
should be insisted on; but he thought much time 
might be saved by not pressing a decision at this 
time, because he understood that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had gone through the greater 
part of the contents of the petition. 

Mr. Chambers said that his objection was as to 
the principle, whether a member had a right to read 
a petition as a part of his speech. He insisted, re- 
spectfully, on having the decision of the chair. 

The speaker said that he decided, then, that it 
was not in order for a member to read a petition, 
whether it was long or short. By the provision of 
the rule, whatever petition a member might pre- 
sent, he was bound to make verbally “a brief state- 
ment of the contents.” It would be an abuse of 
the intent of the rule for a member to rise before a 
petition was received, and when its reception was 
objected to, and proceed to read a long memorial. 
So far as the principle was concerned, it was the 
same in the case of a short memorial as a long one; 


| otherwise the rule, which looked to economy in the 


time of the house, would be a nullity. 

Mr. Adams said that, as he intended to appeal 
from the decision of the chair, he would request the 
member from Kentucky to reduce his point of order 
to writing, and he would likewise request the 
speaker to reduce his decision to writing. He ap- 
pealed from any decision which went to establish 
the principle that a member of the house should 
not have the power to read what he chose. He had 
never before heard of sucha thing. If this practice 
was to be reversed, let the decision stand upon re- 
cord, and let it appear how entirely the freedom of 
speech was suppressed in this house. Ifthe reading 
of a paper was to be suppressed in his own person, 
so help him God, he would only consent to it as a 
matter of record. 

The speaker repeated the grounds of his decision, 
and, in support of it, read from Jetferson’s manual a 
clause setting forth, in substance, ‘“‘that a member 
had no right to read a paper, but that such rigor was 
not practised except there was an intentional or 
gross abuse of the time of the house. Strictly, also, 
by that rule, a member could read his own speech 
if written,” &c. The speaker said his decision was 
founded mainly on the 45th rule of the house, which 
required that a “brief statement of the contents” 
should alone be made. He was of opinion that it 
was an invasion of this rule to permit a member, as 
matter of right, to read any paper he chose to pre- 
sent, as a part of that brief statement. 

Mr. Patton rose to express his concurrence in the 
decision of the speaker. He thought, however, it 
would have been better not to have raised the ques- 
tion in this form, because, substantially, the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts would effect his object 
whan he made his speech on the question of “recep- 
tion;”’ a question which the house had decided to 
be debateable. He thought it weuld be better not 
to consume the time of the house in the discussion, 
and he hoped the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Chambers) would withdraw his objection, and not 
appeal from the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Chambers said that, if he had the power to 
appeal, he did not intend to exercise it, But the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) was mista- 
ken as to the practical effect of the question which 
he (Mr. C.) had raised. A member could not do 


by a sidewind that which he had not the power to | 


do directly. There was no member of the house 
whom he would indulge so much ona subject as 
the gentleman from Massachusetts; but he (Mr. C.) 
thought there was an important principle involved, 
which ought to be decided. The house must either 
give a man the right to read every thing he liked, 
or they must restrict him in every instance. He 
could not withdraw his objection. 

The point of order was debated further by Messrs. 
Briggs, Harper, Chambers and Adams, the latter 
gentleman contending that, inasmuch as the whele 
petition was in five lines, he could not himself give 
verbally a more “brief statement of the contents” 
than the petition itself gave. 

The speaker presented, in writing, the substance 
of his decision, that it was not in order for a mem- 
ber to read the whole petition if objected to, but 


that he had only the right to make “a brief state- 
ment of the contents thereof.” 

Mr. Adams said he proposed to withdraw his ap- 
peal in order to save the time of the house, if the 
gentleman from Kentucky would permit him to 
complete his ‘‘brief statement of the contents” of 
the petition. It was, indeed, so brief, that to read 
the petition in its own language was the briefest 
statement that could be made. 

Mr. A. then read from the petition that the pe- 
titioners “respectfully announced their intention to 
present the same petition yearly before this honor- 
able body, that it might at least be a memorial in 
the ed cause of human freedom, that they had 
done what they could.” 

These words were read amidst tumultuous cries 
for order from ery part of the house. And order 
paving at length been restored, Mr. Adams with- 
drew his appeal. 

The question then recurring on the objection of 
Mr. Glascock to the reception of the petition, 

After some remarks from Mr. Dawson, deprecat-. 
ing any excitement on the subject, and condemning, 
in strong terms, the conduct of the fanatics in agi- 
tating it, 

Mr. Boon moved to lay the preliminary motion of 
reception on the table. 

Mr. Glascock urged the house to take the vote on 
the direct question of reception. 

After some desultory conversation on points of 
order, 

Mr. Bnon withdrew his motion to lay the preli- 
minary motion of reception on the table. 

Mr. 4. Mann said that, as this question had been 
most fully discussed at the last session of congress, 
and as the house had at that time resolved that these 
petitions should be laid on the table without being 
referred or printed, he would, to save the time of 
the house, call for the previous question. 

And the house seconded the call—ayes 114, noes 
not counted. 

And the house determined that the main ques- 
tion should now be put. 

Mr. Phillips called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. 

And the main question “Shall the petition be re- 
ceived?” was then taken, and decided in the affir- 
mative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Antho- 
ny, Bailey, Beale, Bean, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bor- 
den, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burns, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Car- 
ter, Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, 
Chetwood, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Corwin, Cre- 
mer, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Denny, 
Doubleday, Sesae Eeanet. Fairfield, Farlin, Fow- 
ler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gillett, Gran- 

er, Grantland, Grennell, Haley, J. Hall, H. Hall, 

amer, Hard, Hardin, Harper, S. 8S. Harrison, 
Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holt, 
Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Janes, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, B. Jones, Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, 
Abijah Mann, J. Mann, Moses Mason, Sampson 
{ Mason, McCarty, McComas, McKay, McKennan, 
McKeon, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patter- 
son, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, 
Phelps, Phillips, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Jos. 
Reynolds, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sick- 
les, Slade, Sloane, Smith, Sprague, Storer, Suther- 
land, Taylor, John Thompson, Toucey, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. Whit- 
tlesey, Sherrod Williams, Young—137. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bell, 
Black, Bouldin, Bunch, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
| Campbell, John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Elmore, Forester, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gholson, Glascock, Graham, Graves, Gray- 
son, Griffin, Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hopkins, Howard, Huntsman, Jenifer, Richard M. 
Johnson, Henry Johnson, Lawler, L. Lea, Lewis, 
Loyall, Lucas, Martin, Maury, May. McKim, Me- 
Lene, Mercer, Miller, Patton, Pettigrew, Peyton, 
Pickens, Pinckney, Rencher, Richardson, Robert- 
son, Rogers, Wm. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, Thomas, W. 
Thompson, Underwood, Washington, White, Lewis 
Williams, Yell—75. 

So the petition was received. 

Mr. Haynes moved that the petition be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Adams moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The speaker said the motion to lay on the table 
had precedence; and Mr. .4dams called for the 
yeas and nays on that motion, which were ordered 



















































318 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 14, 1837—CONGRESS. 








x=— 

Mr. Pinckney inquired if the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia (Mr. Haynes) was susceptible 
of amendment. 

The speaker said it was not. 

Mr. Pinckney asked the gentleman from Georgia 
to withdraw his motion, in order to enable him to 
substitute a more comprehensive proposition; the 
object of which was, that not only this memorial, 
but all others of a similar character, should be laid 
on the table. He wished to offer a resolution to 
that eifect. 

Mr. Haynes said, if his motion was susceptible 
of such an amendment, he was willing it should be 
made. 

The speaker said that such an amendment was 
not in order. 

And the question on the motion to lay the peti- 
tion on the table was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoun, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, G. 
Chambete, 30. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cha- 

pin, Chetwood, Nath. H. Claiberne, John F. H. 
Claiborne, Clereland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cra- 
mer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Doubleday, Drom- 
oole, Dunlap, Efner, Elmore, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Forester, Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillett, Gholson, 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Jos. 
Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Harlan, Albert G. Harri- 
son, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, 
Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Jenifer, 
Richard M. Johnson, C. Johnson, H. Johnson, Kil- 
ore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
er, G. Lee, T. Lee, L. Lea, Leonard, Loyall, 
Lucas, J. Mann, Martin, M. Mason, Maury, May, 
McComas, McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, 
Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Pat- 
ton, F. Pierce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pickens, 
Pinknev, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, fehanck, 
Seymour, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Standefer, Steel, Sutherland, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, J. Thomson, Toucey, 
Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wash- 
ington, Webster, Weeks, White, T. T. Whittlesey, 
L. Williams, S. Williams, Yell, Young—151. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Beale, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Den- 
ny, Evans, Everett, Granger, Haley, Hiland Hall, 
Hardin, Harper, 8. 8. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hender- 
son, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, S. Mason, McCarty, McKen- 
nan, Milligan, Parker, D. J. Pearce, Pearson, Phil- 
lips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, 
Storer, Vinton, Wardwell, E. Whittlesey —50 

So the petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Alen then presented a third petition, from 
forty inhabitants of the town of Dover, in the coun- 
ty of Norfolk, Massachusetts, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia; and moved that the petition be read. 

Mr. Lawler objected to its reception. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Underwood, 
Reed and Bynum participated. 

Mr. B. had not concluded, when he gave way to 
Mr. Taylor, on whose motion the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 10. On motion of Mr. Adams, se- 
veral amendments were made to the journal of yes- 
terday, the purport of which was to give a more de- 
finite description of the sundry petitions presented 
by him in relation to the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Davis moved a suspension of the rule, to en- 
able him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolu- 
lutions, propositions or papers, relating in any way, 
or to any extent, whatever, to the subject of slave- 
ry, or the abolition of slavery, shall, without being 
either printed or referred, be laid on the table, and 
that no further action whatever shall be had there- 
on. 

Mr. D. called for the yeas and nays on the motion 
to suspend; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were—yeas 102, nays 78; [not two-thirds]. 

So the house refused to suspend the rule. 

Several reports having been made from the stand- 
ing commitees, 

Mr. Bell rose, and said that he did not wish to in- 
terfere with the regular reports of committees, but 
that he would now move for leave to bring in the 
bill, of which he had given notice the other day, to 
secure the freedom of elections. 

The speaker said the motion was not now in or- 
der; but that it would be in order for the gentleman 
from Tennessee to submit the motion at any time 

when, under the rule regulating the proceedings of 


the house, it would be in order for him to submit a 
motion on any other subject. 

Mr. Bell said he was under the necessity of mak- 
ing a question on this point. He had given notice 
of this motion the other day, because he could not 
procure an opportunity to bring in a resolution 
which might accomplish the object. He thought 
that he was entitled to make the motion at this 
time. He did not propose now to offer a resolution, 
but a substitute for a report, and if the chair was 
not satisfied that he had a right so to do at the pre- 
sent time, he must beg leave to submit a few re- 
marks. 

The speaker said he had looked carefully into the 
question, and it was his decision that the motion 
was not in order at this time. 

Mr. Bell appealed from this decision, and enter- 
ed, at some length, into his reasons for so doing.— 
The rule under which he had given notice of his 
motion was the 87th rule, which is in the following 
terms: 

‘Every bill shall be introduced by motion for 
leave, or by an order of the house, on the report of 
the committee; and, in either case, a committee to 
prepare the same shall be appointed. In cases of a 
general nature, one day’s notice, at least shall be 
given of the motion to bring in a bill; and every 
such motion may be committed.” 

There were two modes, (Mr. 3. said), under this 
rule, of getting a bill before the house, and, in either 
case, it must be done by the order of the house; and 
even bills reported in the morning were received 
under the order of the house. The same law, the 
same reason, and the same rule, almust literally, 
governed both cases. Both bills were embraced 
under the same rule, and the coherence was the 
same. Upon what principle was it that the chair 
had decided that a motion for leave to bring ina bill 
should not be assigned the same hour as other re- 

orts? By what means could a distinction be made 
in the two cases? The decision not only postponed 
the time for a day, but might postpone it to the end 
of the session. He appealed to the magnanimity 
and sense of justice of the house, and, if that was 
not sufficient, he appealed to the right of delibera- 
tion in this house. He hoped that his character 
there was too well known to admit of the supposi- 
tion that he would bring forward a frivolous mea- 
sure, or one the object of which was only to give 
him an opportunity of making a harangue for ephem- 
eral effect, here or elsewhere. 

The speaker stated the grounds of his decision. 
The case was a novel one; from the organization of 








the government, (1789), down to the present period, 
so far as the precedents which he had been able to 
discover would go, there had been only two or three 
cases of bills introduced on leave, and those, so far 
as appeared, had been bronght in without debate 
and sub silentio. Beyond this, the chair had looked 
in vain for precedents; and he had therefore been 
thrown edt to the construction of the rules, and 
had adopted as a guide the very salutary principle 
that you are to fix upon each portion of the statue 
that construction which would give effect to the 
whole of it. 

The 87th rule required that ‘one day’s notice at 
least shall be given of the motion to bring in a bill.” 
The 17th rule provided that reports should be call- 
ed for, “first from the standing and then from the 
select committees.” The speaker was calling for 
reports; they had been made in part, and a member 
rose to make a motion of which he had given previ- 
ous notice. The question arose, could he, by the 
rule, make the motion at that time? The 18th rule 
provided that these reports should be made at no 
other part of the day except that laid down in the 
rule, except by permission of the house. It was 


.said that, technically, the 87th rule applied to reso- 


lutions, and not to motions to bring ina bill. If the 
motion were now in order, what must the inevita- 
ble consequence be? If the motion was admitted, 
the mover would have a right to discuss the merits 
of the bill; and so, also, every other member would 
have. A member would only have to rise and pro- 
ceed to debate the motion during the whole of that 
and the succeeding days, and thus change the whole 
order of business in the house, and utterly subvert 
the established course of its proceedings. The 
speaker referred to the proceedings of the other 
branch of the legislature, in whose proceedings, he 
said, he could find no analogy to the present case, 
because there were in that body no allotments of 
time for particular business. 

The chair finally decided that the motion for leave 
to bring in a bill could not now be received. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Bell with- 
drew his motion till all the committees should have 
made their reports. 

A number of reports were then received from va- 
rious committees, chiefly in relation to claims of in- 
dividuals, after which 





———— 
Mr. Bell renewed his motion for lev to. es 
in a bill to secure the freedom of elections. 
The speaker said he was about to state that th 
hour devoted to reports had elapsed, and that it — 
therefore his duty to announce the orders of the 
day. Mr. Bell wished to inquire whether the h , 
hour which had been spent in taking the yeas in 
nays was to be considered as a component part of 
the hour devoted to resolutions and reports, Th, 
speaker said that the uniform course had been t 
commence the computation of the hour fron, the 
moment at which reports were first called for, Mr 
Bell said he then save notice that he would to-mo,. 
row again ask leave to introduce this bill. Various 
ineffectual motions were made to suspend the rule 
for the introduction of particular resolutions, }y, 
D. H. Lewis moved to suspend the rule for the pur. 
ose of calling the states for resolutions, commence. 
ing where the call was broken off on the last on 
which resolutions were received. 

_ The speaker laid before the house a communica. 
tion from the wy of war, transmitting a rp. 
port, in obedience to the resolution of the house oj 
representatives of the 3d inst. accompanying th, 
survey, plan and estimate for the improvement of 
the mouth of Black river, in the state of Ney 
York; which report was referred to the committe. 
of ways and means. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica. 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
an exhibit of the names, condition and dates of se. 
lection of two additional deposite banks, selected 
since the making of his annual report to congress, 


A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a report of the se. 
cretary of state, with the accompanying letters ad. 
dressed to him by the commission, appointed unde: 
the act of congress of the last session, for carrying 
into effect the convention between the United 
States and Spain. 

The house resumed the consideration of the reso. 
lution of Mr. Wise, providing for the appointment 
of a select committee to inquire into the adminis. 
tration of the executive departments; together with 
the pending amendment of Mr. D. J. Pearce to 
confine the investigation to specific charges of mai- 
administration. 


Mr. Hamer, who held the floor when the subject 
was last before the house, rose to conclude his re- 
marks, but yielded the floor for a moment, to ena- 
ble Mr. French, of Ketucky, to present, with a 
view to have read, a resolution, which he would 
submit when in order: the resolution was read. It 
provides, in substance, that so much of the presi- 
dent’s message as is contained in the sentence eu- 
logistic of the officers in the executive departments 
be referred to five select committees, one for each 
department, and to consist of seven members each, 
with instructions to inquire into the manner in 
which the duties of the several departments and 
their bureaus have been performed; into all alleged 
abuses, corruption and frauds, which had taken 
place under the present adininistration: and if any 
such fraud, corruption, &e. existed, to inquire by 
whom and what injury had been thereby done; and 
that the said committee have power to send for per: 
sons and papers. 


The speaker said the resolution which had been 
read was in the nature of a motion, and, of course, 
was not before the house. Mr. Hamer then rose, 
and concluded his remarks in opposition to the ori- 
ginal resolution, and in favor of the amendment.— 
After Mr. Hamer concluded, Mr. 2fcKeon obtained 
the floor, but gave way to enable the house, by ge- 
neral consent, to take up the mint and coinage bill. 

The amendment of the senate to the bill supple- 
mentary to the acts regulating the mint was then 
read and concurred in, nem. con. [This bill, hav- 
ing now — both houses, requires only the sig- 
nature of the president to become a law.] 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual return of the banks of the District of Colum- 
bia up to the Ist January; and then the house ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday, Dec. 11. Mr. ‘Cambreleng, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported a bill, with 


an accompanying report, to reduce the revenue of 


the United States to the wants of the government. 

The bill was read as follows: 

A bill to reduce the revenue of the United States 
to the wants of the government. 

Be it enacted, &c. That, from and after the 30th 
day of September next, in all cases where duties are 
imposed on foreign imports, by the act of the 1th 
of July, 1832, entitled «An act to alter and amend 
the several acts imposing duties on imports,” or by 
any other act, shill oneaed — per centum on 
the value thereof, one-third part of such excess shall 
be deducted; from and after the 31st of March, 1838, 
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» edif, on the question of commitment, it was in or- 


| proceed afew moments longer. He wished to make 


4 one-half of the residue ot such excess shall be de- 


a d; neta 
a or oa be deducted: any thing in the act of the 


. after the 30th of September next, the duties on salt 


4 was 
was read a second time. 


the same to the committee of the whole house on 


4 printed. 


~ committee of ways and means, and as one of the 
minority of that committee on this subject, he hop- 
> edhe might be permitted to express his dissent from 


 iyst been read. 


4 - denly the revenue of this country, which, by a law 





' From fitteen to twenty, and even thirty per cent. 
_ currency of the country. And what would be the 


' excess over twenty per cent. at the end of the six 
_ following months; and the other half on the 30th 
| September, 1838, (which was more than half of the 
present duties on many of the most important pro. 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—JAN. 14, 1837-—-CONGRESS. 


319 








ae 


and on the 30th September, 1838, the other 


March, 1833, to the coutrary notwithstanding. 


od of 9. And be it further enacted, That, from and 


Sec. 


and coal shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 
Mr. Owens moved that the report be read, which 
agreed to. 


The same having been read accordingly, the bill 


Whereupon, Mr. Cambreleng moved to commit 


the state of the union, and that the bill, report, and 
tabular statements accompanying the same, be 


Mr. Lawrence rose and said, that, as one of the 


the bill and the report which had 
This was a measure of grave im- 
lt was no less than a bill to reduce sud- 


the principles of 


ortance. 


passed in the year 1833, had been proposed to be 
reduced in 1842, or, in other words, in five years 
and a half from the present time. It was a bill to 


five years and a half. 

He wished the members of this house to reflect 
fora moment on the principles contained in the re- 
port, and on the effect which must be produced if 
they were carried into operation. He would put 
the question to every member of the house whether 
he really understood the reasons upon which the bill 
had been introducod at the present time; whether 
there was any serious, any abiding feeling in this 
house that the bill was to become the law of the 
land. The measure was of so much importance, 
that it was necessary that the country should know 
and understand what it was; that they should be well 
advised of its objects; that this sudden legislation on 
questions involving the greatest and most vital in- 
terests of the country should not go forth upon the | 
people like a clap of thunder on a summer’s day. 

What, he wouid ask, was to be the effect upon the 
country of simply making the report? It would be 
to create a panic from one end of the country to the 
other. What was the state of the country at this 
time from Maine to Georgia? What was the condi- 
tion of the finances andcurrency? What was the 
interest paid on money in all the commercial states? 


erannum. And, in the new states, he understood 
it was still higher. Already a panic had been cre- 
ated out of the peculiar position of the finances and 


effect of this report but toincrease the panic? The 
bill proposed to reduce the tariff ten per cent. 1n six 
months on all imported articles; and one-half of the 


tected articles), in eighteen months from this time 


five years and a half. 
Mr. .4. Mana rose to a question of order, and ask- 


der to go into a regular debate. 
Mr. Lawrence asked that he might be permitted to 


ai appeal to some of the members of this house.— 
He wished to appeal to the representatives of the 
state of Pennsylvania; and he did so for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether this was, or was not, a party 
measure Sir, (said Mr. L.) I pe itis not. But 
I appeal to the representatives from the state of 
Pennsylvania, and f ask them if they are ready to 
sanction the doctrines contained in this bill and re- 
port. I appeal to the representatives from the state 
of New York, and 1 appeal to them to say whether 
the citizens of the state of New York are in favor of 
thissystem? Sir, I cannot believe it. 1 know there 
are many gentlemen, members of this house, in fa- 
vor of it; but, so far as I know, I feel assured that 
the majority of the people of the state of New York 
Will not sustain it. 

I appeal to the representatives from the state of 

hio, and all the grain-growing states of the west, 
to say if they have no interest in this question? Is 
there a gentleman here, truly representing the view- 
of his constituents, who will say that he is willing 
to place the whole industry of the country on the 
Same foundation as the industry of the nations of 

rope is placed? No, sir, I believe no such thing. 
_ appeal to the representatives of New England, 
In whole and not in part. I appeal to the represen- 
tatives from Connecticut in particular, as forming a 





portion of the administration party here, to say whe- 


ther they dare go home to their constituents with 
this report in their hands, and tell them «this is our 
doctrine, we will stand or fall by it.’ Sir, they 
would not be sustained a moment; I say, and when I 
appeal to the a, of New England, I 
know there is a diversity of opinion amongst them, 
but I say there is no difference amongst them on this 
point; that is to say, that this sudden and extraordi- 
nary reduction at this time, and under these circum- 
stances, without any shadow of a plea for it, will ne- 
ver be sustained. There is no plea; for what says 
the secretary of the treasury? He says that the re- 
venue will be short during the present year. The 
secretary says, and he is surely good authority, that 
the revenue, after the appropriations which may: be 
expected to take effect before the 31st of December 
next, will be about three millions short. What can 
we know about the revenue of 1838? Who knows 
what we shall receive from customs or from the 
public lands? Who can tell what is to happen ina 
year from this time? No man can say with certainty. 

Why is this bill brought forward at this time?— 
There is no surplus now. We donot expect there 
will he any at the end of the year. I know not 
what effect the bill is intended to have. I hope that 
next to passing it, the object is not to send it out to 
the country to destroy the confidence already so 
much impaired. It strikes at the interests of the 
whole country. Its effect will be to weaken the 
bonds of confidence and credit which bind men to- 
gether ic all commercial communities. Will any 
penn (I do not mean one of the committee )— 

ut will any gentleman of the administration party, 
from Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey or any other state, who may know more 
of this matter than I do, say that he will sustain it, 
and that he believes it to be for the interest of the 
country that the bill should be brought forward at 
this time? This may seem alight matter, but, sir, 
you are tampering with the great interests of the 
country. You propose to throw open your ports to 
all the world; you propose free trade on the one side, 
but you ask nothing on the other. Would you ex- 
port more cotton or more tobacco, if the duty were 
taken off to-morrow? Who takes your produce? 
Great Britain takes a great portion of it: the conti- 
nent of Europe takes some, but only those articles 
which cannot be done without. 

What are the duties in Great Britain on agricul- 
tural products? I willstate a few of them. Salted 
beef 23 cents per lb.; bacon 6 cents per lb —— 

The speaker here intimated to Mr. L. that the 
merits of the bill were not open to discussion. Mr. 
Lawrence inquired if it would be in order to move 
that the bill be rejected, and under that motion to 
proceed with his remarks. 

The speaker said it would not now be in order; 
that the motion would have been in ovder if it had 
been submitted previous to the second reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. L. said he would be the last man in the house 
to transgress the rules of the house, and that he 
would not, therefore, continue his remarks. 

Mr. Ingersoll inquired if it was in order to move 
the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

The speaker said the motion would be in order, 
and that it would lay open to discussion the whole 
merits of the bill. 

Mr. Lawrence, thereupon, moved its indefinite 
postponement. 

The speaker said that the motion to commit would 
take precedence of the motion for indefinite post- 
ponement, but that the merits of the question would 
still be open to discussion. 

Mr. Lawrence said he wished merely to show this 
house what effect would be produced by the pas- 
sage of this bill. He was enumerating a few of the 
English duties on American articles—on unmanu- 
factured tobacco, 67 cents per pound; on manufac- 
tured tobacco, 2 dollars per pound; on coals, £2 or 
$8 88 per ton; on spermaceti candles, 56 cents per 
pound; on tallow candles, 14 cents per pound. 

Mr. L. proceeded: I could, sir, goon with a cata- 
logue of those articles which interfere with the in- 
terests of Great Britain and of the continent. Their 
duties, in effect, are prohibitory upon all such arti- 
cles. Now, if the duties are all taken off, will you 
export any more than you can now? No, sir, not 
of a single article, unless it is done by treaty. We 
have no treaties of this kind that I know of. How 
is it with cotton? I apprehend that the cotton 
growers have supposed that they held command of 
the market of Great Britain and the continent of 
Europe. I wish to inform them that it is a great 
mistake; that these countries are importing cotton 
now from other parts of the world besides the Unit- 
ed States, and that toa great extent. In India, they 
are increasing the quantity as well as the quality of 
their cottor. During the last year, double the quan- 
tity of cotton was imported into England from In- 
dia, more than was imported the previous year. At 














the present time, they were importing cotton from 

Egypt, Persia, Brazil and other places where it was 
rown. 

. Mr. Vanderpoel here rose, and called for the or- 

ders of the day; which motion was lost—ayes 68, 

noes 74. 2 

Mr. McKay here raised the question whether, un- 
der the 103d rule, the bill did not require commit- 
ment. 

The speaker decided that, so far as he was able to 
form an opinion from the very hasty consideration 
he had given to the subject, he should decide that 
the bill must be committed. 

A long debate followed, in which Messrs. Mercer, 
Mann, Reed, Thomas, Cambreleng, Ingersoll, Mann, 
Vinton, Vanderpoel, Sutherland and Zoucey took 

art. | 
. The speaker then assigned his reasons why he 
was of opinion, upon further consideration, and 
consulting precedents, that this bill is not of a cha- 
racter to bring it under the rule that every bill im- 
posing a tax upon the people shall first be discuss- 
ed in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Boon then withdrew an appeal which he had 
taken from the decision of the chair; and 

Mr. Lawrence resumed. He was very sorry, he 
said, that any remarks of his should have been the 
cause of consuming so much time of the house: 
and nothing but the peculiar position which he oc- 
cupied, as a member of the committee of ways and 
means, would have induced him to trespass on its 
attention. Occupying that position, he felt him- 
self bound to protest against this bill, as being a 
project as monstrous as any that had ever been pre- 
sented to the people of the United States. When 
interrupted, Mr. L. said, he had remarked that he 
had a word to say to the cotton growers of the 
country in relation to this bill. What he meant to 
say to them was, that they have some interest in 
this great question. They have a common interest, 
as well as the manufacturers, in the prosperity of 
the union; and they have a particular interest in 
this bill besides, in regard to their own staple.— 
From data before him, it was demonstrable that the 
quantity of cotton consumed in the United States, 
at this moment, is equal to what the whole crop of 
the country was in the year 1820, some sixteen or 
seventeen years ago. ‘This he stated as a fact not 
to be disputed. And the consumption here, more- 
over, is at this time as great as the consumption 
was in England two or three and twenty years ago. 
We consume now, in the manufactures of this 
country, more than a fifth, and nearly a fourth, of 
the whole present crop of cotton. Was it nothing, 
besides, to the growers of cotton, that Great Bri- 
tain, the great consumer of our cotton, is actually 
now importing it from every country that produces 
it? Is that nothing to the producer of it in this 
country? And is this a time to reduce and almost 
destroy the consumption of it here? 

But (Mr. L. said) he would not now go into 
this subject at large—he misht do so on some other 
fitting occasion; he had risen, this morning, not 
with a view to make a speech, but to wash his 
hands, as a member of the financial committee, of 
any share in the production of this bill, or the re- 
port which accompanies it. He owed it (he said) 
to himself—he owed it to his constituents—he 
owed it to his country, to do so, because he believ- 
ed the bill fraught with every sort of mischief, 
amongst which was its direct tendency to increase 
the existing embarrassment in the commercial 
communities. For himself (he said) he had no 
ulterior political objects to serve by his course in 
this house on this or any other question: he asked 
for nothing—he feared nothing: he was neither an 
officeholder nor an officeseeker. But his object 
in addressing the chairman was to ascertain, and 
let the country know, whether this bill was or was 
not a political measure. He had had no opportuni- 
ty to ascertain that fact. I would like to know 
(said he) whether there is any concert of action 
here, upon this bill, among the administration 
party. The country ought to know, and to know 
at once, whether this be a party measure or not. 
I hope, sir, that it is not. For that reason, sir, it 
was that I appealed to the representatives from 
Connecticut, as deeply interested in this question 
as any state in the union—to the representatives 
from New Hampshire, from Rhode Island—from all 
New England, and from Pennsylvania, the latter 
the authors (I was.going to say) and the consistent 
supporters of the protective system. I now call 
upon them all to rise in their places and say whe- 
ther they are going for this bill. I want the coun- 
try to know this. It is due to the people that the 
should know whether a bill is going to pass this 
house by the votes of those representatives, which 
will prostrate to the earth most important interests 
of the country. I profess, sir, some practical 
knowledge of the subject; and I pronounce this 
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bill fraught with consequences fatal to thousands of 
individuals. It has been said that a bill embracing 
such provisions as the bill now before the house, is 
a bill for the benefit of the poor. Sir, I deny the 
truth of the proposition. This is a bill the title of 
which should be a bill to make THE RICH RICHER, 
AND THE POOR POORER. 


Mr. L. here traced the passage of such a bill as 
this to its probable consequences. He supposed 
the case of an individual in Pennsyslvania, or in 
Connecticut, engaged in manufactures, the cost of 
whose buildings and fixtures has been ten thousand 
dollars, upon which, (a common case), there was 
a mortgage for one-half the cost. To pay off this 
mortgage, when his employment for his machinery 
fails, his property is sold. Who buys it? Is it the 
pee man who purchases in such cases? Not at all; 

ut he who has redundant capital. What is now 
the case, Mr. L. asked, in those parts of the coun- 
try where ani f Papa is felt? Go into your 
cities, and you will find that the men who havea 
small or a middling property are paying at the rate 
of from 15 to 30 per cent. per annum for money, 
Who is it that is reaping the profit? Is it the poor 
man? No, sir, it is the rich capitalist, or those who 
are allowed to use his capital. If there was ever 
a system devised on earth to throw the property of 
the country into the hands of the few at the ex- 
pense of the many, it isthe present financial system 
of the United States. I know it, sir, and I am 
willing that my judgment of the matter shall go 
to the country, for every practical man will know 
that what I say is true. Aye, sir, and the bill on 
your table goes to a much further extent than this, 
for it reaches the labor.of his country. In one month 
after the passage of this bill, the business of every 
manufacturer and dealer in the country will be 
contracted. It is not the large capitalist, protected 
by his money-bags, who will feel its direct effects, 
but the Jaborer—the mechanic, who now gets two 
dollars or two dollars and half aday. To him the 
employer says, on receiving information of the pas- 
sage of tiis bill, I must stop my work! Oh, no! 
says the laborer, for you will take from me my 
means of support. Well, says the employer, I 
will, in order to keep you at work, give you hence- 
forth a dollar a day instead of what I have hereto- 
fore given you. Gentlemen may flatter themselves 
that they are exempt from the operations of this 
bill; but no man, whatever his condition in life may 
be, is beyond the deleterious effects of this bill if 
it becomes a Jaw. Mr. L. was sure, he said, that 
the representatives from the western states, or from 
the southern, were not going for this bill. The re- 
presentatives from the southern states especially 
would not go for it when the profits of their cotton 
crops were already in a process of reduction; for, 
although he knew that the crop of this year was 
a large one, the proceeds of that crop will fall far 
short of the proceeds of the crop of last year. 


Mr. L. said it was not only to protest against the 
principles of this bill that he had risen, but to ask 
of the gentlemen of this house who have the power 
to do what they will—to pass this bill, or to defeat 
it—whether this bill was to be considered as a pro- 
clamation issued by the ),resent dynasty in the go- 
vernment, or as a decisive token of the course of 
measures which we have to expect at the hands of 
the coming administration. For, he did not hesitate 
to say, if it is produced as @ party measure, it will 
become the law of the land; but, if not, by the aid 
of the representatives of Pennsylvania, New Hamp- 
shire, Ohio and Maine, whose constituents are so 
deeply interested in the matter, with those from at 
least a portior of the south, the bill might provi- 
dentially be deieated. But, be that as it might, it 
was the imperative duty of the house to declare to 
the country, at once, immediately, whether or not 
ijt was probable that any bill like this would pass 
during the present congress. 


Mr. L. said that, whilst he was up, and as he 
might not have another opportunity, he would say 
one word on the state of the currency of the coun- 
try. In the first place, said he, the domestic ex- 
changes of the country are far greater in amount 
than all the gold and all the silver and all the bank 
notes in circulation—a vast deal greater. These 
exchanges are not now available to any great ex- 
tent. To a very large amount they cannot be 
used, in consequence of the position in which, by 
its measures, the government has plaeed the coun- 
try. He meant no reflections upon the banks; for 
it is their interest to do all the bnainess that they 
can, and they do it. But the channels of domestic 
exchange are obstructed, from the want of ability 
on the part of the banks; and a considerable por- 
tion of our commercial difficulties arises out of that 
circumstance: Add to this and other causes the 
introduction of this bill, with the expectation that 
it is to become the law of the land, and you will 


roduce a state of things the like of which very 
ew members of this house has ever seen. 

Mr. Corwin, of Ohio; obtained the floor; but the 
hour being late, he gave way to a motion for ad- 
journment, and the house adjourned. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

Inthe senate. After the usual morning business, 
on motion of Mr. Calhoun, the supplementary de- 

site bill, (to extend the provisions of the late 

ill through 1837), was postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Walker the resolution offered 
by him yesterday on the subject of Texas, was post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for Wed- 
nesday next. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Morris prohibiting 
the sales of public lands, except to actual settlers, 
wa3 announced as the order of the day. Aftera 
brief discussion, some amendments by the com- 
mittee were ordered to be printed, and the sub- 
ject was then postponed until to-morrow. 

The senate then proceeded to the next special 
order, the expunging resolution of Mr. Benton: 
when that gentleman addressed the senate at length 
on the subject. Mr. Davis followed, but before he 
had concluded, gave way to Mr. Grundy, on whose 
motion the senate adjourned. 

In the house of representatives, the first business 
in order was the bill reported yesterday by Mr. 
Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and means, 
to reduce the revenue to the wants of the govern- 
ment: there being two motions pending, first for 
commitment, and secondly for indefinite postpone- 
ment. Mr. Corwin addressed the house in opposi- 
tion to, and Mr. Cushman, of N. H. in favor of the 
bill. Mr. Galbraith moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until Tuesday next, 
and that the bill, report, &c. be priated. Mr. Muh- 
lenberg moved that the bill, &c. be laid on the table 
and that they be printed. Mr. Calhoun, of Ken- 
tucky, moved a division of the question—first, on 
laying the bill, &c. on the table, and then on print- 
ing. An animated and desultory debate now ensu- 
ed, (of which we will publish a notice hereafter)— 
after which the yeas and nays were taken on the 
motion to lay the bill on the table and decided in 
the negative, yeas 94, nays 119. Mr. Holsey then 
moved that the house adjourn, but withdrew his 
motion at the request of Mr. Cambreleng, who mov- 
ed that the report, bill and documents be printed, 
which motion prevailed. Some business of minor 
impertance was next transacted, after which the 
house adjourned. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

A report reached Washington yesterday from the 
west, by way of Baltimore, that the wife of Mr. Se- 
nator Ewing died on the Ist instant: which was of 
course believed to be true, until it was ascertained 
that a letter had beenreceived here from a member 
of the senator’s family, under date of the 5th inst. 
saying that Mrs. E. was rapidly recovering from her 
dangerous indisposition. [ Nut. Int. 


It was a real pleasure to s¢e Mr. Morris, of Penn- 
sylvania, in his place in the house of representatives 
(for the first time this session) on Monday. He 
was taken ill on his way hither, and has been de- 
tained in Baltimore, until now, by protracted indis- 
position. [ Nat. Int. 


The secretary of the treasury acknowledges the 
receipt of au anonymous letter, postmarked ‘‘Leba- 
non, Connecticut, January 6th,” which states: “In 
the late war a partner of mine took pay (I believe) 
for a number of yards of cotton cloth more than he 
delivered: the enclosed is to make restitution.”’ 

The amount enclosed in the letter ($10) being 
presumed to be due to the United States, has been 
deposited to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States in the bank of the Metropolis. [ Globe. 


Express Mail. We are requested to state, for the 
information of those who have occasion to write to 
members of congress, that the, letters of members 
by the express mail are not free, but, like all other 
letters by that mail, are charged with triple postage. 
This seems not to be generally understood. Mei- 
bers are every day taxed with triple postage on let- 
ters by the express mail, by persons writing on their 
own business. Such letters should be paid at the 
office where they are mailed. [Jb 


Rifle manufactory. There is a manufactory of 
Cochran’s many~chambered rifle, for a company in 
New York. Eight rifles are finished weekly. The 
editor of the Springfield Gazette says that he has 
witnessed the discharge of the nine charges of pow- 
der and ball, contained in the chambers of the cy- 
linder in 15 seconds, and in one instance in a still 
shorter time, hardly exceeding one second te each 





discharge of the rifle. 





ce een, 
he, 


Baltimore delegation. A bill which passed ¢}, 
last legislature of Maryland, to increase the deleos. 
tion from Baltimore from two to Jour members. 
has been ‘confirmed by the present, and is now a 
part of the constitution of the state. This conces 
sion is a trifle compared to the monstrous abuses 
under which the larger counties still labor from 
the anti-republican character of the constitutioy, 
The bil] passed the senate unanimously, and the 
house of delegates by a vote of 53 to 15. 


The army—More resignations. The following 
additional resignations of officers of the army are 
officially published as having taken place from the 
31st of October to the 31st of December, inclusive 
viz: [ Nat. Intel, ’ 

Captains. Major C. Legate, Wm. M. Boyce 
James Dean, Thomas Hunt, Henry Smith, Zalmon 
C. Palmer. 

First lieutenants. John McClellan, John w. 
Barry, George W. Ward, Robert P. Smith, T. p. 
W. Stockton, Jona. K. Greenough, William Blood. 
good, John M. Berrien, Alex. J. Center. 

Staff. Zina Pitcher, surgeon, Wm. A. Berry, 
assistant surgeon. ‘ 


The Cincinnati Post of the 4th instant says that 
the roads in Indiana are literally alive with hogs, 
going to the market of that city. Prices ranged 
from six to seven cents, according to size. 


Distilling. Inthe Pennsylvania house of repre. 
sentatives, on Thursday last, a resolution was 
offered by Mr. Mcllvain, of Chester county, pro- 

osing—on account of the extensive failure of the 
ast year’s crop—to instruct the committee on agri- 
culture to inquire into the expediency of imposing 
a tax, for a limited period, on the distillation of ar- 
dent spirits. The resolution was twice read and 
agreed to. 

In Franklin county, Pa. a public meeting of the 
distillers has been called for the 18thinst. in Cham- 
bersburgh, with a view to the adoption of some 
general arrangement for greatly reducing, if not 
entirely suspending the business of distilling for 
some time. This course is deemed necessary, on 
account of the present apparent scarcity and eon- 
sequent high prices of bread stuffs. It is a good 
and humane move, undoubtedly, in the actual con- 
dition of the grain and flour market. 


Imports and exports for six years, ending 30th Sept. 
Imports for 1831 $103,000,000 
Exports “6 81,000,000 Excess $22,000,000 
Imports for 1832 101,060,000 


Exports <6 87,000,000 se 14,000,000 
Imports for 1833 108,000,000 
Exports sé 90,000,000 6 18,000,000 
Imports for 1834 136,000,000 
Exports «104,000,000 “ 22,000,000 
Imports for 1835 149,000,000 
Exports «© 421,000,000 ‘e 28,000,000 
Imports for 1836 174.000,000 
Exports << 122,000,000 << 52,000,000 


Banking capital in Virginia. The stockholders 
of the Farmers bank of Virginia, have made an ap- 
plication to the legislature of that state, praying an 
act authorising an increase of their capital stock to 
an amount not less than one million two hundred and 
forty thousand dollars. 


The president has, as usual, notified the senate to 
meet the 4th of March ensuing. This is the usual 
courtesy paid by the executive to his successor, 
who, in his inauguration that day, which is also the 
constitutional termination of the existing session of 
congress, requires the co-operation of the senate to 
aid him in the construction of his cabinet. 


The U. S. supreme court commenced its annual 
session on Monday last, in the court room at the 
capitol. All the judges were present except judge 
WaAyNE, and all in apparent health. The absent 
judge is expected, we believe, in a day or two.— 
Until he arrives, (under a rule of the court made 
three years ago), no question of constitutional law 
ean be taken up, a full court being required for all 
such. The docket is not large, the number of cases 
upon it falling short of sixty. [ Nat. Int. 


The lost money restored.. We learn that the re- 
ward for the $25,000, some time since lost in 
this city, having been increased to $5,000, notes 
to the amount of $20,000 were yesterday address- 
” through the post office, to Messrs. J. & G. Ber- 
in. 

Since writing the above, we have been informed 
that only $17,000 have been returned; the finder 
having taken the $500 reward originally offered by 
Mr. Nevins, of this city—the $2,500 offered by the 


New York house—and the $5,000 offered by the 


Messrs. Berlin—in all $8,000. A pretty consi- 





derable sum for picking up a small package. 
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